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STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT 
ORGANIZED 1888 • INCORPORATED 1900 

Affiliated with the World’s Student Christian Federation 

156 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10, N. Y. CHelsea 2-3673 

E. Fay Campbell, Chairman 

Christian F. W. Clausen, Treasurer 

Winburn T. Thomas, General Secretary 

Mabel H. Erdman, Educational Secretary 

July 20, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

At a meeting of our Executive Committee yesterday, we voted to 

reprint your WHAT CONSTITUTES A MISSIONARY CALL. Oftentimes authors 

desire to make revisions before reprints are made. I am therefore 

enclosing a copy of the address in the event you desire to revise 

the contents. As the only copy we have in our files is being sent 

you I will thank you to send it back with whatever revisions you 

care to suggest. 

We will print it to conform with the format and style of the 

vocational series we are publishing, one of which is enclosed here¬ 

with. 

Ouw work is going along nicely. The boards are calling for more 

recruits, and students are responding as they have not for a decide. 

Beginning September 1st there will be three of us on the executive 

staff full-time* Fay Campbell reported at the finance committee meet 

ing yesterday that we were out of debt for the first time in fifteen 

years* We have much to be thankful for. 

Winburn T. Thomas 



V|/ o'ffor d c. 

THE COMMISSION ON EVANGELISM AND DEVOTIONAL LIFE 

of The General Council of the Congregational Christian Churches 

287 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 

Roy Linden Minich Wofford Colquitt Timmons, Executive Robert C. Whitehead 

Chairman Miss Ethel O’Brien, Office Secretary Recording Secretary 

William F. Frazier, Treasurer 

March 19, 1947 

Dr, Robert E, Speer 
Rock Ledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr, Speer: 

I am enclosing herewith our check for $200,00 which is the 
honorarium for your devotional guide "The Fellowship of the Spirit"• 
I realize that this is tb* only a token gift and does not represent 
any adequate compensation • But I can assure you it does carry with 
it our sincere thanks for your diligent work. You probably have 
already heard from Dr, Bader and I am sure you will be getting many 
messages of appreciation just as soon as the booklet is in circulation. 

Please accept the thanks of the joint committee of our Commission 
and the Department of the Federal Council, 

WCT:eob 

Ever loyally yours. 



JOHN R. TODD 

420 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Telephone 

MOhawk 4-3044 

November 24, 1944 

Cable 

Todrobeng 

Dear Bobby: 

How are you? I think about you often and 
wonder how you and the lady are. 

The other day I laid my hands on a mystery 
story. For the last couple of years I have been a 
bit quieter than usual and have read quite a lot 
of time-killing stuff. This last mystery story 
struck me as pretty good and possibly as being one 
which might interest you. It is written by some 
bird who has spent most of his time abroad, and the 
title of it is^ - "THE CHRIST OF THE AMERICAN ROAD" 

I remember that some years ago he wrote a 
little volume - "THE. CHRIST OF THE INDIAN ROAD-" - 
which I liked so much, and now - while I have read 
only the introduction and the first part of the 
book - I find that I like this one and like it a lot 
as far as I have gone. 

Please tell me about this man Jones - 
(E. Stanley Jones). He certainly is away out of the 
ordinary. 

I wish I had ability, like his, as a writer. 
I don’t know at all how he stands in religious or 
literary circles - but somehow or other he talks my 
language and gets under my hide. And I am wondering 
if he does the same to you. I don’t doubt that many 
people dislike and criticise him world without end. 
How does he hit you? 

Rev. Robert E. Speer,D.D. 
Rockledge 
Lakeville Conn. 



orr-e 
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V 3104 N St., N. W., Washington, E* C. 
January l, 1945 

Robert E. Speer, Esq. 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Speer; 

better, and hope that it wi 
a temporary "draught dodger 

I am taking your address from Nudge*s gbruary 1944 Class 
and hope that it will find you, and tha^ you are not 
a r»ir * * r? n 11 'f ki 4- __A,..u A ^ m - - i j _ draught dodger" somewhere in Florida. 

I was much disturbed to learn from page 3 of the Princeton 
Alumni ^eekly that, among the 150 books that you devoured last year 
you have felt obliged to narrow down the list of detective stories 
to a reasonable number. My interest lies in the fact that ray 
daughter, ,,Tare (Torrey) Budlong, after a spectacular invasion'of 
the journalistic field, which included writing the Book Reviews for 
the Associated rress and syndicating "’omen's Sports for the larger 
psppr»s of the country among other activities, has erupted into the 
f^.e'M of story writer, and has had four detective stories published 
under the penname "Lee Crosby", an1 has had sixteen short stories 
under the name "^are Torrey Budlong" published in the Saturday Even- 
in-r Post,- the womans Home Companion,- Colliers,- Liberty, McCalls,- 
and some British and Canadian magazines. 

e have Just returned from a Christmas visit, to her in New 

keville. Conn. Pie aae drop me a 
dress, md I snail send the book 

sure that it will reach you if 
Pi ea ?e dr op m e a po b t al Kt ill n - 
i ion.,' the book to you at ones;. 

through Trudge's efforts 
a happy and successful 

is alee to ’•.a alee to hear from all of the remaining member i 6f 
rfO * I-I n ~ J 4- l- J ^ n 9 A 

| I.1UU } wjj. 0*7 
e s exiorts, and this will bring to you best wishes for 
successful Mew Year from Anna and me. 

sr.i 6f 89 

Sincerely yours. 

Frederic C. Torres 
•* 
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L. J. TRINTERUD, RELIGIOUS BOOK EDITOR 

GEORGE M HOFFMAN. GENERAL ACCOUNTING 

R. CLARKE HANNAFORD. MERCHANDISING 

EARLSCHENCK MIERS, FICTION EDITOR 

PUBLICATION DIVISION • BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PENnypackcr 6722 

Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 

February 9, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

We are taking over from Great Britain a small book of Olive Wyon's 
whom no doubt you know or know of, entitled THE SCHOOL OF PRAYER. I am wondering if 
we could ask you to consider writing a foreword for it. I would have sent it to you 

oirect, haa I known whether or not you were in Lakeville. Would you mind, upon re¬ 
ceipt of this letter, either phoning or wiring me collect whether or not you would 
consider doing this for us? We could then send you the book by first class return 
mail. We do not care for a long foreword, something about 400 or 500 words, if after 
reading the book the idea should appeal to you. For such a service we would be glad 
to pay a fee of $50.00. X shall look forward to hearing from you by wire or phone 
collect whether to send the book to you. 

LJT:AS 

PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES AT PHILADELPHIA NEW YORK, CHICAGO AND LOS ANGELES 



PAUL CALVIN PAYNE, CENERAL SECRETARY 

J. C. SUNTER, TREASURER 

W L. JENKINS, GENERAL MANAGER 

JOHN KIBBLE, PRODUCTION AND PURCHASES 

L. J. TRINTERUD, RELIGIOUS BOOK EDITOR 

GEORGE M HOFFMAN, GENERAL ACCOUNTING 

R. CLARKE HANNAFORD, MERCHANDISING 

EARL SCHENCK MIERS, FICTION EDITOR 

PUBLICATION DIVISION • BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PENnypackc 6722 

Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 

February 24, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Thank you very much for the re-adjusted form of the introduction to Miss Wyon* 1s 
book. Our copy editors feel quite sure that it will now fit into the allotted space. 
It is too bad that we were not able to print the longer foreword, for it was very good. 
We would like very much to have back the copyof the book which we sent you as it is the 
only original copy that we now possess. We had to dismember the other one when v;e gave 
it to the printer in lieu of a manuscript. Upon publication of the American edition we 
shall be very glad to send you two copies. 

Enclosed with this letter is our check to cover the fee for the foreword. 

We are glad to know that the manuscript on the Good News is coming along. We 
shall be looking forward to receiving it. 

I am glad to know that you are going to Seattle. As I remember it, there used 
to be a small book table in the Church, and I have written to see what can be done about 
getting some copies of FIVE MINUTES A DAY on sale during the time that you are there. 

Cordially yours, 

L. (s. Trinterud 

LJT:AS 
Enc. 

PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES AT PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, CHICAGO AND LOS ANGELES 



ress JOHN RIBBLE, PRODUCTION AND PURCHASES 

L. J. TRINTERUD, RELIGIOUS BOOK EDITOR 

GEORGE M HOFFMAN. GENERAL ACCOUNTING 

R CLARKE HANNAFORD, MERCHANDISING 

PAUL CALVIN PAYNE, GENERAL SECRETARY 

EARL SCHENCK MIERS. FICTION EDITOR 

W. L, JENKINS, GENERAL MANAGER 

J C. SUNTER, TREASURER 

PUBLICATION DIVISION • BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PENnypacker 6722 

Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 

u April 21, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

This will acknowledge receipt of the original of your manuscript, THE 
GOOD HEWS OF THE SON OF GOD. Our readers are now working on it and I hope that we 
will soon be able to get you a definite report about it. We like the idea back of 
the manuscript a good deal although there are some details about it which we think 
ought to be called to your attention since they might militate against the success 
of the work as a book. I am thinking particularly about the rather large number of 
long quotations. As soon as we are ready to make a report however, these things can 
be discussed in detail. 

We are making a note of the duplication which occurred in FIVE MINUTES 
A DAY. Our copy editors noticed it at the time but since we were pressed for time, 
let it go. When we come up for another printing, I will see what our production 
people think about lifting the plate and changing it. We will let you know later. 

Cordially yours. 

LJT:AS 

PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES AT PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, CHICAGO AND LOS ANGELES 



I'TinteT ud t L.d. 

T tminster ress JOHN RIBBLE, PRODUCTION AND PURCHASES 

L. J. TRINTERUD, RELIGIOUS BOOK EDITOR 

GEORGE M. HOFFMAN, GENERAL ACCOUNTING 

R. CLARKE HANNAFORD, MERCHANDISING 

PAUL CALVIN PAYNE. GENERAL SECRETARY 

EARLSCHENCK MIERS, FICTION EDITOR 

W. L. JENKINS, GENERAL MANAGER 

J. C. SUNTER, TREASURER 

PUBLICATION DIVISION • BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PENnypackcr 6722 

Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

July 14, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

We have worked over Dr. Woodard's manuscript but I am sorry to say that we have 
not found it suitable for publication. I am returning it, therefore, to you in accord¬ 
ance with your request. You will note that there is included with the manuscript a 
photograph in color of Dr. Woodard which Mrs. McConkey gave me recently when she visited 
in our home. Dr. Woodard had asked that the photograph be enclosed with the manuscript. 

Cordially yours, 

LJT:AS 

PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES AT PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, CHICAGO AND LOS ANGELES 



PAUL CALVIN PAVNE, GENERAL SECRETARY 
J. C. SUNTER, TREASURER 

W. L. JENKINS, GENERAL MANAGER 

JOHN RIBBLE, PRODUCTION AND PURCHASES 

L. J. TRINTERUD, RELIGIOUS BOOK EDITOR 

GEORGE M. HOFFMAN, GENERAL ACCOUNTING 

R CLARKE HANNAFORD, MERCHANDISING 

EARL SCHENCK MIERS, FICTION EDITOR 

PUBLICATION DIVISION • BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PENnypacker 6722 

Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 

July 14, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

We have found it rather difficult to arrive at a final decision re¬ 

garding the manuscript on the Good News. One of its great strengths is also a weak¬ 
ness in some ways. I refer to its very extensive use of quotations, a matter which, 
of course, we have already discussed both personally and by correspondence. After 

we talked while at the Princeton commencement I studied over the possibilities of 
cutting down these quotations somewhat. However, I found it very hard to see just how 
this should be done. The problem is not only in the quotations themselves but in the 
fact that so often they keep your own thought from coming to the forefront. The work 
is, therefore, somewhat loose in its structure and any cutting of the quotations might 

involve a breaking down of the thesis. 

On my first reading of the manuscript the matter did not seem so 
serious. Therefore I wrote asking for the original of the manuscript and, while admit¬ 
ting that no official statement could yet be made, I did express the opinion that our 
readers and committee would approve the manuscript for publication. However, doubt was 

expressed concerning the extensive use of quotations. 

The weeks since General Assembly have been very full and I’ve not been 
able to get back to this manuscript as soon as I had hoped. Since receiving your letter 
I have gone over the whole project again. It seems to me that two things are needed to 

strengthen the manuscript: 

1. The quotations should be cut down both as to length and number, 
and the general development of the thesis of each chapter should be greatly sharpened 
by the author’s own thought. Permissions to quote would also have to be secured for 

those quotations which were retained. 

2. A preface should be written to prepare the reader for what the 
chapters are to present. Also a conclusion should be added so as to sum up decisively 
the whole thesis of the work. At present it seems too much like a group of essays held 
together by a common title, rather than one organic work on the meaning of the Gospel. 

When you have had an opportunity to think the matter over, we would be 

glad to hear from you. Under separate cover we have sent you the manuscript. 

LJT:AS 
PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 

Cordially yours, 

J.j 

L. J. Trinterud 
AT PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, 

Dictated but signed in 
THf WRITER'S ABSENCE. 

CHICAGO AND LOS ANGELES 



Irtntzrvd’ d-J- 

ress JOHN R1BRLE, PRODUCTION AND PURCHASES 

L. J. TRINTERUD, RELIGIOUS BOOK EDITOR 

GEORGE M HOFFMAN. GENERAL ACCOUNTING 

R. CLARKE HANNAFORD, MERCHANDISING 

PAUL CALVIN PAYNE. GENERAL SECRETARY 

EARLSCHENCK MIERS, FIC TION EDITOR 

\\\ L. JENKINS, GENER \L MANAGER 

PUBLICATION DIVISION • BOARD OK CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OK AMERICA PENnypacker 6722 

Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

June 15, 1945 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer 

I am wondering if you know anything about Elmer 
W. Powell, formerly pastor of the First Baptist Church of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. The man says that he knew Dwight L# Moody fairly 
well and that he has devoted a good deal of his life to a study 
of Moody. He has presented to us a rather full study of Moody aimed 
at showing that Moody was a far bigger and broader man than his more 
ardent contemporary admirers generally picture him. If the manu¬ 
script has any real merit, we might be interested in publishing it. 
Do you suppose that you would have time to examine the manuscript and 
give us the benefit of your counfeljl as to whether or not we ought to 
undertake it? There is probably no need for any additional books on 
Moody which are of the ordinary sort, but if this one had real merit 
it might have some value in the Church today. We would be glad to 
pay you a reading fee if you can render this service to us. 

LJT:AS 

PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES AT PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, CHICAGO AND LOS ANGELES 



T, ress 

PAUL CALVIN PAYNE, CENERAL SECRETARY 

J. C. SUNTER, TREASURER 

W. L. JENKINS, CENERAL MANACER 

JOHN RIBBLE, PRODUCTION AND PURCHASES 

GEORGE M. HOFFMAN, GENERAL ACCOUNTING 

R. CLARKE HANNAFORD, MERCHANDISING 

L. J. TRINTERUD, RELIGIOUS BOOK EDITOR 

WILLARD STRAHL, ASSOCIATE RELIGIOUS BOOK EDITOR 

BARBARA SNEDEKER, FICTION EDITOR 

WILLIAM HEILIGER, ASSOCIATE FICTION EDITOR 

PUBLICATION DIVISION • BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PENnypackcr 6722 

Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

July 17, 1945 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful 
evaluation of the Moody manuscript. I think you have 
been very fair to the author, although I doubt that he 
is capable of revising the manuscript sufficiently. Judg¬ 
ing from the letter which accompanied the manuscript when 
he first sent it to us, the various flaws upon which you 
put your finger are so typical of the man that he could 
not possibly overcome them. 

Attached to this letter is a check to 
cover the reading fee. 

Cordially yours, 

LJT:ml 
Enc. 

PRESBYTERIAN BOOR STORES AT PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, CHICAGO AND LOS ANGELES 



Phone: FREmont 5565 

ufA LjUj fco-fph’ &■ 

* /ir/A/f /z ?// / ? ^/y j /*/</// 

>ro€t. 

REV. WM. L. McCORMICK. D. D. 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

- ^/Yt/ Y<r<// ^f/t ur ,; '/a. 

May 22, 1946 

REV. RALPH G.TURNBULL 
PASTOR 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

It was a joy to have you give me a few 
minutes on Monday at the reception when we referred 
to your recent book, JESUS AND OUR HUMAN PROBLEMS. 
Mr. Barbour gave me a copy as soon as published and 
I read it at once with much profit and stimulus. I 
felt like sending a review to one of our journals 
as it is a book of germinal possibilities for the 
preacher today. It should become a tract for the 
times! 

May I call your attention to page 94, 
the footnote. As a Scot you will not mind that I re¬ 
call your mind to the spelling of; 

Denny.should be Denney. 

This seems to be a frequent mistake of printers and 
authors,although it is not laid at your door! Then, 

Darby.should be Darlow. 

Alongside of Nicoll’s Life, I presume you 
have reed the two volumes of Denney’s•Letters, two 
volumes of Marcus Dods' Letters, and the incomparable 
Life of Alexander Whyte?- treasures for a young preacher 
and all meat and drink to me in Scotland! 

In your quotation from St.Joseph on page 174, 
I have been familiar with it for many years, out always used 
it to show that it is not a full Christian interpretation 
of death and heaven. Instead of arriving into a harbour - 
’’only not a wreck” - I have emphasized,in contrast, Paul’s 
loosing from, the shore and departure from this earthbound 
harbour. AA</P7.V. is the loosing of a vessel from its 
moorings(ll Tim.4:6). In this connection I am taking the 
liberty to send you a small volume with a page of my 
exposition on this subject. Thank you for the unusual 
view of the cry of victory on page 58, and with ny whole¬ 
hearted appreciation for your Christ-exaiting book. 

Hfiartily yours. 

£ 



capt. Henry w. Uffelin, B.A., m.Theo., f.v.i. 

. /OX • >5 1 ***1 ^ 
Kingston • Jamaica 

hr.Robe r t hSpeei, 

•4th May 1945 

My dear ^r.Speer: 

Several years ago you very kindly sent Pie a copy 
of your book about I r.Mowen of Bombay• iius boox 
is the nost unusual one on the deeply consecraieu 
life of that earnest servant of Z' rist which you 
so lovingly and fully portray. 

Iliis is my seventeenth year as a hissionary in 
Jamaica.Economic conditions are terribly low under 
which most of our earnest Christians exist, inrough- 
out these years 1 have been especially interested m 
voun<r native preachers who try to exhalt the Lord 
Jesus Christ anr- preach t e hord of Cod. T wish it 
were possible to jet a number of copies of this book 

-ht use among some of these young men; wh l ch among some 
which mig t lead them in the endeavour to emulate 
thp life^of this earnest Christian missionary of 
xiidia. May I ask if you could_ kindly help in this 
way in this needy I ission Field. 

I believe the enclosed printed papers will interest 
you. 

Uth warmest Christian regards* 
;ver n)’■ m : , 

A WORK OF FAITH ANB^S^UR OF LOVE, FOR OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THOSE FOR WHOM HE DIED. p. t. 0 



7. >. [ shell never forget your earnest,starring 
addresses in Chicago in 1910 during the Laymen's 
Missionary ! ovement meetings. May you too be glad 
as you look back noon yo r long, very useful life 
in t \e interest of world wide missions; as well as 
the long service you have rendered in the I resbyter- 
xan Hoard of 'oreign i issions. 



Capt. Henry W. Uffelin, B.A., M.Theo., F.V.I., F.R.G.S. 

Box 351 

Written in Jamaica, sent overseas by RipZston ~ Jamaua ~ I Q ,1 + 
Mail: Remailed to y#u by a friend. / / JJl zA • / 7 T ~ ' 

li t « &>• 
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K k \rULsK, Wd-U6»— TVl^S* :.^- S^lF-y->w i^L- i'^3n^yir^X£yt^ • 

A WORK OF FAITH AND LABOUR OF LOVE, FOR OUR ' (] 
LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THOSE FOR WHOM HE DIED. 
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CHICAGO OFFICE-77 W. WASHINGTON STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE—228 McAllister Street 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

DIVISION OF SPECIAL GIFTS AND ANNUITIES 

Miss Ruth Elliott, director 

Horace H. Underwood 

Acting director 

William P. Schell 

Supervising Secretary 

March 2tY)hh 

Dr.Robert E.Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,Connecticut. 

My dear Dr.Speer: 

Your very kind note of congratulation and 
remembrance was received this morning and I hasten to write 
to thank you and to tell you how much such a letter from you 
means to me and to my boys. The kind thoughts and prayers of 
all of our friends are very meaningfull, but such a letter 
from you means more than many pages from others. We appreciate 
your message and shall treasure it in our hearts. 

Yours very 

Horace H.Underwood 

HHU/EC 
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V 9 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

WITHERSPOON BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNSYLVANIA 

MODERATOR! 

REV. ROY EWING VALE, D.D., LL. D. April 27, 1945 
THE TABERNACLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

34TH AND CENTRAL, INDIANAPOLIS 5, INDIANA 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

It was worth coming all the way to Huntingdon just to 

have another look at you and to hear you speak. I rejoice greatly 

over your recovery of strength and over the continued wide range 

of your activity and leadership. 

I deeply thank God for you and pray His blessing upon 

you and your dear ones. 

Affectionately yours, 

REV/jb 
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THE TABERNACLE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

THIRTY-FOURTH AND .CENTRAL 

INDIANAPOLIS “INDIANA 

5 
ROY EWING VALE, D. D.. LL. D. 

MINISTER 

September 26, 1945* 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

Dear Dr. Speer; 

Recently I have been reading Dr. 
Sherwood Eddy1 s "Pathfinders of the World Missionary 
Crusade1', and, while all the chapters are interest¬ 
ing, the one which goes most deeply into my heart for 
personal reasons is the chapter concerning yourself. 
My one regret is that Dr. Eddy did not have more space 
available for many other things a host of us would have 
wished written in that connection. 

I am writing this because I should like 
once again the privilege of saying to you that you in 
your character and personality and achievements and 
devotion to our Lord Jesus Christ have been throughout 
the years one of my very greatest inspirations. "I 
thank God upon every remembrance of you.” 

In Huntingdon you told me of Dr. Gumpert's 
volume, "You Are Younger Than You Think”. I have read 
that book with much interest and profit. I should be 
grateful for the names of any other books which at the 
present time you would recommend. 

I suppose you have seen the recent volume 
entitled "Life After Death" by John Mackintosh Shaw; if 
so, I should be interested in your comment concerning it. 
The theory of Conditional Immortality, which he set forth 
in clear fashion, has for a considerable number of years 
been of deep interest to me. It is in the realm of specu¬ 
lation largely; yes; but one cannot but think of these 
things. 

With deep affection. 

REV/vk 



CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE. NEW YORK' TELEPHONE WATKINS S-ZOOO 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO, N. Y. 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

February 1, 1946 

Dr, Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

You will perhaps remember me as having worked in Mr, Trull's of¬ 
fice until he retired in 1938, then for Miss Elliott, and now for the last 
year or so as Dr, Schell's secretary. Your letter to Dr, Schell was re¬ 
ceived in his absence from the office; he has had two attacks of flu since 
Christmas time. These illnesses have pulled him way down and he is trying 
to get back to near normal, hopes to be in the office next Monday. 

In the meantime, as Dr, Herbert J, Strickler of the Punjab is 
now taking Dr, J, L. Dodds' place in the India office while the latter is 
on a trip to India and Iran, I sent your letter down to Dr, Strickler, 
and he has given the name and address of the Indian you ask for as fol¬ 
lows : 

Mr. Bhagat Ram 
c/o Rev. H. E. Shaw 
American Presbyterian Mission 
Ludhiana, Punjab, India 

I hope this will help you 

While I am writing, I want to tell you that I had a letter sev¬ 
eral weeks ago from Katharine Cooke, who worked for you for several years 
here in the Board offices. In those days she and I used to come over on 
the 23rd Street Ferry Boat and then across on the trolley (she commuted 
from East Orange and I from Lyndhurst). In all the years since she left 
the Board we have exchanged Christmas cards, though I think I saw her but 
once. Christmas a year ago, she told me that she was retiring and would 
soon go into the Home of her Church (the Episcopal) in Brooklyn. She men¬ 
tioned coming in some day to see those of us who were still around that 
she might know, though she was not very strong. I wrote her a little note 
in reply but never heard from her again during the year, nor received a 
Christmas card from her this past Christmas. I sent her one to the old ad¬ 
dress in Astoria, which must have been forwarded. Then about the 10th of 
January I received a reply from her, part of which I will quote: 

"So much 
has happened this past year, I had a bad nervous break last February- 
9 weeks in hospital, etc. Went home and tried to keep house; broke 
down in August - palsy, arthritis, neuritis, etc. No place would take 
me and I landed in the City Hospital on Welfare Island in with the al¬ 
coholics, insane and everything else for 8 weeks - only God kept me 
safe. 



Dr. Robert E. Speer -2- February 1, 1946 

"My rector finally got me in here - the home I planned on won't 
take chronics - and it is truly a haven of rest - Episcopal. Am much better 
but some days are bad. Had a wonderful Christmas but cannot write long 
enough to tell you about it. Do forgive pencil, as my hand is too shaky to 
handle ink." 

Miss C«oke adds at the end of her letters "If you ever see Dr. 
Speer, please tell him about me, and any others". As I never see you, I 
thought I would write. I am sure Miss Cooke would value your prayers in 
her behalf. The address of the Home where she is now is as follows: 

House of the Holy Comforter 

2751 Grand Concourse (196th Street) 
Hew York 58, N.Y. 

I am going to try to get up to see her sometime. I could see her Saturdays 
and Sundays, also holidays, from 2 to 4. 

I hope you and Mrs. Speer are getting on all right and with kind 
regards and all good wishes. 

Very sincerely yours. 

HV 
Secretary to Dr. Schell 
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AMERICAN COLONY AID ASSOCIATION 

JERUSALEM, PALESTINE 

Mr. J.D. Whiting. 
MRS. FREDERICK VESTER A.©. H*RTf> EK» 

-E. £.\i££J£ B 

VICE PRESIDENTS 

MRS* Son- 

treasurer 

P.O.BOX 1 087, JERUSALEM 

. / 2 - / 6. 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Speer, 

I have just received the list of contributors from 
Mrs. Frederick W. Longfellow our Honorary Treasurer in New York, 
and I see your name among them. It would be hard to tell you how 
grateful I am or to express my appreciation in mere words. I hope 
you can feel how truly thankful I am for your continued help, and 
kind interest. 

We have just completed another year, and our Annual Report 
will soon be sent to you. Our financial year begins on the first of 
June, each year. In spite of serious difficulties, we can report a 
successful and useful year. 

As you know, I live in Jerusal em, where we have a pleasant 
climate. ^ur summers are moderate in heat, although dry, and our 
winters are not severe, although wet. We could be happy, but for 
the strife that is going on over this much Promised Land. One 
feels that "Every prospect pleases, and only man is vile." ^t makes 
life here sad, difficult, exceedingly expensive and even dangerous. 
To keep a certain amount of peace, Palestine has to be an armed 
camp. While this state continues, it is imperative that as much 
help as possible should be given, especially to the children, who 
are the unconscious victims of this strife. 

If I can get a passage, I hope to go to the U.5. before 
the year ends. It is eight years since I have been home, as 
America is to me, and I long to get out of Palestine for a little 
refreshment of body and spirit, but my primary reason for going, 
is to arouse interest in our work. 

Jf- 

With renewed thanks and kind regards. 

Yours sincerely. 

'C 
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Telephone MUrray Hill2-8686 

Cable Address: Goldenrule 

flic Golden R tile Foundation 

For the Development of Stewardship of Life and Money for the Welfare of Mankind Lincoln Building 

60 East 42nd Street 

New York 17, N. Y. 

August 5, 1944 

Dr. Robert Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Tn clearing out some old papers in my study last week, I 
encountered the beautiful letter you wrote to me a little more than 
10 years ago, in response to "An Easter Meditation" which I wrote on 
Easter morning, 1934, emphasizing the increasingly evident religious 
and peace-making significance of Near East Relief. The letter was 
sent to you and other major participants in that service. 

Much has happened during the intervening decade. Much is 
still happening. I believe that greater and certainly more constructive, 
if not more glorious achievements are at hand during the next few 
months, years, and decades of reconstruction and reconciliation fol- 

lowing the war. 

T am hoping that you can find time to examine carefully the 
enclosed Mid-Summer issue of the Golden Rule Fellowship, with special 
reference to the charts printed on the center spread and the statements 
concerning "Time is Now", "Stewardship Evangelism", "Adventure in 
Stewardship Education", and "Epoch-Making Opportunities" on the ad¬ 

joining pages. 

After you have read it, we would appreciate any comments you 
may have and would especially welcome any opportunity for conference, 
vd th you as to how we may help to transform some of these possibilities 
into vital realities. 

Cordially yours. 

CW:GB 
enc» 
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v*V THE GOLDEN RULE FOUNDATION 

6D EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK. N.Y. 

April 16>1946 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Dr. Speeri 

I wonder if in your so-called retirement you realize the 
influence that currently you are having upon the lives of many 
who had the privilege of knowing you, and upon the possibly 
larger multitude who have never seen you but have been lifted 
to higher levels of living by your writings and your prayers. 

Your "Five Minutes a Day" ha/£s again this morning brought 
me into renewed fellowship with you in worship, as it frequently 
does to me, as to unnumbered thousands of others. My memory 
again went back to our first meeting in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Lincoln, Nebraska, some fifty years ago. 

I am enclosing tv/o or three pieces of printed matter from 
my desk: 

1. The Foreign Affairs Bulletin - you possibly have seen it 
before. 

2. An Easter circular, which is sent to you with no thought 
of its being interpreted as an appeal, but solely because I thought 
you might be interested in thertpeace preparedness, stewardship coven¬ 
ant”, which we are sponsoring as a method of developing higher levels 
of systematic giving, and 

3. The Golden Rule Fellowship card as signed by the Generalissi¬ 
mo and Madame Chiang Kai-shek, by all our American Mothers and many 
others. This card of course is not new in principle to you, but if 
you should be inclined to add your name, it would be of encouragement to 
others in taking this step toward closer fellowship with Him who gave 
us the Golden Rule as a part of His Sermon on the Mount. 

No answer or acknowledgment of this letter is required or expected, 
except as it may be in accord with your natural impulses and desires. 

With deep appreciation of the years in which you have helped to 
strengthen my faith. 

Cord! 

Revl Robert E. Speer 
"Rockledge" 
Lskeville, Conn. 

Charles V. Vickrey 

Enel 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. A 
SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

REV. RALPH A. WAGGONER, D.D., Executive Secretary 

1122 WfcST 7TH STREET TELEPHONE 2075 

SEDALIA, MISSOURI 

April 2, 1946. 
Dear Doctor Speer 

Your letter came yesterday afternoon. I had Just gotten 
in from an eight hundred mile trip over this state. I 
wish you could have been along. You would have enjoyed 
the beauty of these hills with redbud, dogwood, wild 
pansies and green pastures. Cur season is unusually 
early being 86 degrees yesterday. Peach, pear and apple 
trees are in bloom in most of the state and we hope a 
frost does not get them. Mrs. Waggoner made the remark 
that it looked as though God wanted to give us a greater 
harvest trusting us to do our part in helping relieve 
the hunger of the world. 

We are happy to know you enjoyed the butter. It was a 
sudden thought on our part. Years ago you made an address 
in which you said that when one had a good impulse act on 
it and not worry about the consequences. This time you 
were the victim of such an impulse. I called the dairyman 
this morning and he has promised me eight pounds of butter 
for this afternoon which we will wrap and send with this 
letter. I do not have dry ice and am Just hoping it will 



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. A. 
SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

REV. RALPH A. WAGGONER, D.D., Executive Secretary 

1122 WEST 7TH STREET TELEPH ON E 20 7 S 

SEDALIA, MISSOURI 

get through O.K. Before you wholly unwrap the package 
it might be well to place it for an hour in your refrigerator. 
Then the inner wrappings can be removed. We hope you enjoy 
the products of Missouri as much as we enjoy sending them to 
you. 

Sincerely, 



Wa 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. A. 
SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

REV. RALPH A. WAGGONER. D.D.. Executive Secretary 

1122 WEST 7TH STREET TELEPHONE 2075 

SEDALIA, MISSOURI 

April 5, 1946. 
Dear Doctor Speer 

Your note and the enclosed check came. You did not forget 
to put the $5 in the first letter and I return your check to 
you. I hope by now the butter has arrived. It was no 
bother to secure it. I hope I had it wrapped sufficiently 
well that it did not melt in transit. 

Your friendship is a great inspiration to me and if I can 
do a little service occasionally it makes me very happy. 

We are planning our Seminars for the week of October 20th. 
I wrote Dr. Howard we'd love to have you again if time and 
strength permitted you to come. During the time of hotel 
shortage and high prices we have asked the men to come tog 
gether for one day and that gives us a free day between for 
travel. It would give me great pleasure to run around 
this great state with you again. 



o v\ «> y- 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. A. 
SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

REV. RALPH A. WAGGONER, D.D., Executive Secretary 

1122 WEST 7TH STREET TELEPHONE 2075 

SEDALIA, MISSOURI 

November 21, 1946 

Dear Doctor Speer 

Under separate cover I am mailing to you a small package 
of Missouri black walnut meats. I hope they arrive in 
good condition and that you and Mrs. Speer may discover 
some way to enjoy them. 

I have met many of the men since your visit and all 
are witnessing as to the profit of your visit among us. 
You've been a great blessing to many of us and we thank 
God for you. Your friendship has meant more to me 
personally than you'll ever know and I'm grateful for it. 

Mrs. Waggoner and I hope you and yours m$iy have a very 
happy Thanksgiving. There is so much for which America 
should be grateful and very humble. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. A. 

1122 WEST 7TH STREET 

SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

REV. RALPH A. WAGGONER. D.D.. Executive Secretary 

TELEPHONE 2075 

My dear Doctor Speer:- 

SEDALIA, MISSOURI 

March 16, 1946 

I have Just mailed a package to you and Mrs. Speer and 
hope you will not disapprove. Relatives of ours on 
both coasts keep writing to us of the scarcity of butter. 
I was with one of our Philadelphia ministers this week 
and he said he hadn't seen any butter in three months. 
This is my brainstorm. I thought butter might be as 
scarce in Connecticut as in New York City. I went to 
our local dairy where we purchase our milk supply and 
the owner told me I could have all the butter I wanted. 
So this morning, under separate cover, I have sent you 
three pounds of butter. It is not a handsomely wrapped 
package but I hope it arrives safely and that you and 
your family will enjoy it. 

Spring is in the air out here; fields are greening; 
bluebirds and redbirds are flitting about and garden 
stuff is appearing in back yards. As I go over these 
highways I often think of the old hymn "Every prospect 
pleases and only man is vile". 

With affectionate regards. Sincerely 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. A. 
SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

REV. RALPH A. WAGGONER. D.D., Executive Secretary 

1122 WEST 7TH STREET TELEPHONE 2075 

SEDALIA, MISSOURI 

December 12, 1946. 
My dear Doctor Speer 

It is a very gracious note you wrote me on Dec. 8th. 
I was somewhat concerned lest the glass should not carry 
well in my package to you. I did not mean for you to 
send the express money. Ever since Princeton days when 
you used to come to the University and Seminary I’ve been 
in your debt. Now you've taken me into your circle of 
friends. I was greatly complimented that you felt free 
to write me a note letting me collect a few good things 
from Missouri to send you. The older I grow the more 
valuable are the Intangibles like friendship, love and 
truth. The gadgets one often covets in their youth are 
not nearly so important now. 

Today Mrs. Waggoner and I are walking on air. We just tot a telegram informing us that both our sons will 
rrive next week and be here for Christmas. Our humble 

dwelling will truly be the'"House of Happiness^for us; 

Each of us wish for you and yours a blessed Christmas 
season Affectionately 



®l|t j^ecottb ^resbjtterian (UI{urcIj 
ST. PAUL STREET AT STRATFORD ROAD 

BALTIMORE 10. MARYLAND 

PAUL CHRISTOPHER WARREN 

MINISTER 

THE CHURCH HOUSE 

November 21,1945. 

Rev. Robert E. Speer, D.D. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Speer:- 

I am sure your "Preaching Mission" at 
Second Church meant much to many people but I feel 
that you should know that it helped me personally a 
great deal. 

The war took my husband away from me 

through the dreadful experience of his asking me for 
a divorce. My whole world crumbled over night, and 
after the shock I realized all I had left was my 
Christianity. Your first sermon when you used the 
great text of "lo I am with you always" was so com¬ 
forting, Knowing that one is never alone is a grand 
thing- and I am sure I have felt that in my trouble. 
Each night I left Second Church with something more, 
reassuring me that if I worked hard on cultivating 
"Consider Jesus" T probably could take new courage. 
Your message that closed the series on the importance 
of prayer has challenged me even more. 

These words are inadequate in express¬ 
ing my thank's but I felt you should know they came to 
me at a time of great need end I am grateful. 

With beet of good wishe 

Sincerely yours, 



WILLIAM WALLACE 

CALLE DEL SENA NO. 69 

TEL. L-04-21 

*’ 14-33-02 

MEXICO. D. F. 

145 RAVINE FOREST DRIVE 

PHONE 1438 

LAKE BLUFF. ILLINOIS 

U. S. A. 
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Wa //is, Loots 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, Conn. 
Dear Dr. Speer: 

I shall be very glad if you will make the 
verification suggested in the enclosed material. 
It is most important for Biblical interpretation 
generally. Please let me hear from you if con¬ 
venient. 

Sincerely, 

7/6»46 

LOUIS WALLIS 
BOX 73 

FOREST HILLS, 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y 



THE CLEVELAND CHURCH FEDERATION 
1010 HIPPODROME BUILDING 

CHerry 3147 

CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 

<\Joi itze. cztf-Auanns.tnE.nt of (Pxotzitant (2o-oji-z.xa.tLon and (2tT.xLi.kLan ddnLtij 

~V\[a~]-fo -yi , (2, (Y), 
President—Thb Rev. D. R. Sharpe 

Vice Presidents—Malcolm B. Vilas 

Judge Perry B. Jackson 

Department Vice Presidents 

Religious Work—The Rev. John W. Flynn 

Christian Education-The Rev. W. S. Hockman 

Social Action—The Ven. B. B. Comer Lile 

Inter'Church Relations—The Rev. W. H. Leach 

Women’s Council—Mrs. C. C. Dash 

Business and Finance—Frank P. Celeste 

Chairman Board of Trustees—John C. Barkley 

Recording Secretary—The Rev. C. F. Kenneweo 

Treasurer—R. S. Crawford 

Executive Secretary—The Rev. O. M. Walton 

A8sociatb Secretaries 

Education—Miss Dorothy A. Nyland 

Social Work—Mrs. Margaret H. Hawkins 

Assistant Secretary—Miss Mabel E. Garnett 

Office Secretaries—Miss Betty Stewart 

Miss Masa Nishi 

Chinese Center—The Rev. William Fung 

March 24, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Again we want to apologize to you for our failure to 
get the enclosed check to you at the conclusion of today's 
noonday service. The girls in the office as well as myself 
are much chagrined at our failure to make connections with 

you before you had to leave the city. I trust it has not 

caused you inconvenience. 

May I say again that this week under your preaching has 
brought us a tremendous spiritual lift in Cleveland. We are 
much in your debt for the five great messages you brought 
and for the new significance which your interpretation of 
"The Good hews" added to our interdenominational Lenten ex¬ 

perience in worship. 

May God’s blessing richly dwell with you in the days to 

come'. 

Yours very sincerely. 

2d1 
Executive Secretary 



701 Jr'aim Drive 
Glendale 2, California, 

Feb. 21,19/7, 

Dr, Robt. E.Sneer 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Sneer: 
I was nleased to hear that you 

bad nut a review of *be book, unless of India, 
'' W 

Lancet of the Lord, in Monday Horning. 

I havenot been able to get a cboy to see it and 

natural!v I would like *o see it,or,at least, 

n "rit:en cony of the review. 

I wonder if you could heIn re in some 

way, though 1 hesitate* to ask you. If it was 

a review or whatever it was, I think it Ws very 
rite it 

vine of " ou to -d-©- •s-e and I annreciate if. 

The book is having a good sale and from letters 

j get from strangers I .judge it is doing a great 
s 

deal of good, I had decided that if had to be 

written in story form to attract the nublic. 



T am doing a mreat deal of soeakinm 

on missions of India as India is being 

studied. I never did-as much of that in a 

riven time as I have 1’-is winter. 

So you see I am not really Retired. 

T am very well and active, drive a car and 

ny time is fully occupied with church work. 

I live alone as the three children are mar¬ 

led and away. Dr. Harold and wife are:in 

SanFranci sco. Harold (Ma.lot) snent thr-'m rears 

In 

veterans hosoital . ■'merv(Gaot. in naval aviation) 

has keen with Pan-American for years. 

Margaret married Arthur "trahler of Folhaour, T. 

Arthur is on faculty of Columbia Univ. They live 

at 50.9 ’¥. 121 St., N*Y„ |:',fe oraise God for all 
His goodness to us throughout the years. 

I see your name reruently •: the Pres¬ 
byterian and so infer t1 aJ you keen well. 

ith kindest memprles of the oast. 
And '"ith greetings to you and Mrs. Speer 

Sincerely yours, 











1/\le lo Id ' vi w e ~th -S - 

WOODSTOCK COUNTRY SCHOOL 

WOODSTOCK, VERMONT 

April 18,1946 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Thank you for your letter from the Dutch boy 

which I read to the School and found two boys interested 

in corresponding with him. Three girls, also, asked if 

they might write to the boy to see if he could find Dutch 

girls with whom they might correspond. 

It would stir up quite a bit of interest in such 

correspondence if early in the year we had the addresses 

of various people abroad. 

We did not fully relish the Dutch boy's stipu¬ 

lation that he wanted to correspond only with a Christian 

boy and hope others would not have that feeling. But he 

may have been using it in a sense that is different from 

the one in which we use it. 

Sincerely yours, 

KBW:jsp 
Kenneth B. Webb 
Co-director, 



Student $odg and Society of Missionary Inquiry 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

'Richmond 22, Virginia 
November 10, 1945 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Belvedere Hotel 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Allow me to express briefly the deep appreciation of 
our Student Body for your contribution to our Day Of Prayer. 
If you could hear the words of appreciation that have come 
t2-0ur,c?mmitte9 for inviting you or if you could Just stand 
off and listen to the conversations of the men on our campus, 
you would be fully repaid for your efforts. This day is a 
high point in our seminary lives. 

It was a real privilege to be your host. I enjoyed 
minute it* We all hope that you enjoyed your visit 

with us as much as we enjoyed having you, and we pray that 
our renewal of Spirit will be an abiding one. 

Sincerely, 

%~jiA '®Jl " 
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The Hill School 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 

James I. Wendell,Head Master 

December 13, 1946. 

Dear Dr. Speer! 

It has seemed wise 
to defer the opening of our Winter 
Term until after January 5, and in 
view of this fact, much to my re¬ 
gret, we shall not have a chapel 
service on that Sunday. I am en¬ 
closing your honorarium, which I 
want very much to have you accept, 
for I know that you probably would 
have been able to have filled this 
date. 

According to our 
schedule, you are to be with us on 
May 18. 

With kindest Christ 
mas greetings to you and Mrs. 
Speer, In which Marnie joins me, 
I am, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, jf 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville, Connecticut. 



J/V e He/ « fj' cJa rv'. •#> 5 J. 

The Hill School 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 

James I.Wendell,Head Master 

June 11, 1947. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I have had so many requests from not only parents, 
"but from outside people who were not here on Baccalaureate Sunday, 
for your sermon, that I wonder whether or not it would "be possible for 
you to put it in shape to he published. 

This morning Mr. John G. Pew, Jr., Vice-President 
of the Sun Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, wrote and asked me 
for a copy of your sermon, which prompted me to write him as to 
whether or not he would be willing to sponsor its printing, provided, 
of course, you would care to put it in shape. Mr. Pew was not here 
for the Commencement Exercises, nor, as far as I know, is any mem¬ 
ber of the Pew family. 

Your sermon has apparently attracted a great deal of 
attention on the outside, and for that reason I think it would be of 
real educational value if it could be published and distributed. 

Will you please let me know what you think of the 
idea, and if you approve it, I shall be glad to pursue it further. 

With kindest regards, in which Marnie joins me, be¬ 
lieve me, 

Very sincerely yours, 

/. Utz-xu/l 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville, Connecticut. 

G. 



The Hill School 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 

James I. Wendell,Head Master 

June 17, 1947 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Let me thank you. for 
your letter of June 14. If there 
develops on the part of some of our 
patrons an interest in having your 
splendid sermon printed, I shall get 
in touch v/ith you again so that, at 
your leisure, if you can do so, you 
can put together the main points of 
your talk. 

V/ith kindest regards, 
in which Marnie joins me, believe me, 

Yery sincerely yours 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville, Connecticut. 

G. 



W<?-h </ o // w 

The Hill School 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 

James I. Wendell,Head Master 

July 3. 1947. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

In the absence of Dr. 
Wendell, who is on a brief vacation, 
permit me to acknowledge with thanks 

your letter of July 1. 

Mrs. Marion Hyde hoods’ 
address is Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts. 

When Dr. Wendell re¬ 
turns, I shall invite his attention 
to your letter, and I am sure that he 
will be glad to communicate with you 
in reference to the disposition of your 
Baccalaureate sermon. 

With kindest regards, 

believe me, 

Very sincerely yours, 

^/Assistant to the Head 

Master 

Dr. Bobert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville, Connecticut. 

JVM:G- 
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OFFICE OF 

WALTER LOWRIE WHALLON, D. D. 

Minister 

MANSE. 30 ROSEVILLE AVENUE 

THE ROSEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ROSEVILLE AND SUSSEX AVENUES 

NEWARK. NEW JERSEY ASSISTANTS TO THE MINISTER 

LAURA EDNA HANNAHS 

MARY CAMPBELL VEDDER 

TELEPHONE HUMBOLDT 3-3361 

May 2, 1944 

Dr .Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I am sure that you will understand why the nominating 

Committee of the Board of Trustees of Princeton Seminary is presenting 

your name for the presidency of the Board for the coming year. "Then we 

spoke to other members of the Board they expressed themselves as being 

unwilling to have any other one take this important place of leadership 

if it would be at all possible for you to accept it and so I am unable to 

carry out your suggestion that your name be not thus presented. I hope 

you will not feel it is too much of an imposition upon you to accept this 

office again, e are all so proud of you in this position and we feel that 

you can guide us in our meetingsso that everyting is cared for efficiently 

and a beautiful spirit always prevails. 

e are looking forward with pleasure to meeting you at 

Princeton on May 15th. 

:ith very kind personal regards, 

Cordially yours. 

WLW :H 
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Dr. Robert E. Speer 

Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

The beautiful little book "Five Minutes a Day" came last 
week and I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in sending me 

a copy and particularly one with a personal inscription. I will 
treasure the book and words from your own pen. 

I remember your speaking of making such a. collection for 
your own personal use and I am very glad that this has now been made 
avai lable for others. A number of the poems and quotations in prose 
are familiar and I am happy to have them. I remember those that you 
quoted on various occasions in addresses and in your books end articles 
and the memorial minutes you wrote for the board and it is fine to have 

them gathered together now in a single volume. 

The lovely verse by Christina Rossetti on page 31, on the 
page with the beading "The Children in Heaven" I did not know before, 

and I am grateful for it and far the beautiful prayer on the same 
page. I am glad too that you included some of your own prayers which 
will carry s. message to those who read the book. I am or dering a copy 
of the book for Connie, who is in New York, and have already spoken 
of it to a number of friends here. I hope the book will be widely 

used and will be truly blessed. 

The word in the press concerning the treatment of captured 

American soldiers by the Japanese after the surrender in the Philippines 
is not surprising to those who have been in touch with the developments 
in the Far East and who know what happened after the capture of Nanking. 
It was fear of some such development that led me to argue as strongly 
as I could when I was in the Executive Council against the board sending 
word to the field which wouH be interpreted as instructions to stay on, 

particularly by the women members of the missions. I had a clear vision 
that some such measures of terror and torture would be visited upon 
American prisoners in Japanese hands and I could not believe it was 

right to take the responsibility of instructing missionaries, 
particularly women, to place themselves in the power of tne Japanese 
army. We thank God that the first two groups of missionaries have 

come out safely on the Gripsholm and that Margaret is safe at home 



29 January 1944 

with you now. We will pray earnestly that the other missionaries 
and other Americans will escape the fate of the American soldiers 

described in recent news dispatches. The Japanese military machine 
is absolutely without mercy, implacable, and ruthless, and that fact 
must be thoroughly understood as we go forward in this war that must 

be carried through until the issue is finally settled and the power 
of that machine is broken forever. I wish so much I could be assigned 
to the Far East and I have been trying to secure such an assignments 
but that may not be possible, but that is where I would like most to 

be and I am going to continue to strive toward that end. 

If Billy is anywhere in this section of the world, please let 
me know or tell him to get in touch with me anyhow. I can be reached 
through the Hampton Roads Port of Embarkation, telephone Newport News 
71281, Extension 103 and I would love dearly to see him if he happens 

to be in Norfolk or at Little Creek. 

With love to you and Mrs. Spear, I am 

Affectionately yours, 

WILLIAM R. WHEELER 

Captain, T. C. 
Port Historian 
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

IN RIPLY 

REFER TO: 
Newport News, Virginia 

5 September 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rock Ledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

September 10th is a notable anniversary and I am writing to 
send my love and best wishes for a happy birthday, I wish I could be 
there to help you celebrate, but I know your family and loved ones 
and friends will do their part in expressing our joy and gratitude 
ftr all that you have meant to us and to your friends all over the world. 

I remember vividly when I first heard you speak at The Hill 
School when I was fifteen years old. You preached on the text which 
is chiseled on the archway above the pulpit in the Alumni Chapel: 
"Watch ye; stand fast in the faith; quit ye like men; be strong." 
It has certainly been a joy and privilege to be associated with you 
through the years; first as a member of one of your missions in China, 
and then as an associate in the offices at 156, and then again as a 
mis sionary while you were still in office at the Board. The words 
which I heard you speak forty years ago in the chapel have been 
exemplified and expressed truly and nobly and bravely in your own 
life and service; those words have truly become flesh and dwelt 
among us,' and for that great blessing we thank the good Lord and go 
forward in our own battles with more cheerful hearts and greater courage, 

I have been using your little book, "Five Minutes a Day" and 
again I want to thank you for it. The Army schedule is rather tightly 
drawn but there is a period just before I report for duty in the 
morning when I can always wedge in the reading of the book, with time 
for prayer just as you suggest in your preface. When you have time I 
would like to know how long it took you to prepare the book; how long 
it required to secure the copyright permissions; (I remember what a 
task it was to acquire these permissions when I was editing "A Book of 
Verse of the Great War"); if the authors objected to your altering 
their original statements; I noticed a number of the prayers had no 
author attributed and wondered if you had written them; some of the 
prayers have your initials appended, as on page 79 but there are others, 
such as the ones on pages 54, 58, 64 and 65, which I thought you might 
have written. 



5 September 1944 

I ‘bought a copy of the book for Connie and for my oldest son, 
Rex, for Mr. Chazeau, the chaplain at Hampton Institute, and speak, 
whatever there is opportunity, of the book to other friends. 

We are quite busy here and are greatly encouraged at the pro¬ 
gress of the war. Whenever I have the opportunity I try to speak 
in the churches and have spoken during the last month at the chapel 
at Langley Field, at the Hampton Institute,and last Sunday at St. John's 
Church in Hampton (founded in 1610). I hope you have good word from 
Billy. Sandy has been in the midst of the battles following the 
invasion. We had a ra-dio last week saying that everything was fine 
and his letters tell of some of the exciting moments of the battle the 
Royal Canadian Air Force has been fighting with the German fliers. 

Please give my love to Mrs. Speer and to Margaret. We were 
happy to hear of Holly's new position, which is a tribute to her 
courage and ability and spiritual strength. 

Sincerely yours, 

V. fer V>£JU 
W. R. WHEELER 
Major, TC 
Port Historian 

P.S. This letter was mis-directed and came back. I should have caught 
the error and regret the letter did not reach you before your birthday. 

W.R.W. 
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

IN REPLY 

REFER TO: 

Newport News, Virginia 

October 13th, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr, Speer: 

Your good letter of September 14th was gladly received. I was 
happy to have the word about your family and was much interested to know 
that Margaret had been chosen to be Head Mistress of the Shipley School 
in Bryn Mawr. With Holly at Dobbs Ferry and Margaret at Shipley, I 
think the present generation of school girls in those institutions is 
most fortunate. I was interested to know that Caroline expects to study 
at Union. It hardly seems possible that Eleanor is old enough to enter 
Vassar, 

Thanks for the information about the book, "Five Minutes a Day", 
which you sent in your letter. It is remarkable how apposite and 
appropriate the readings are and how so often they fit the immediate 
needs of the day. In the future edition, would it not be a help if 
the individual authors were listed in an Index so that a desired quo¬ 
tation could be located? 

I can understand why you said "Nix" on the request for bio¬ 
graphical material for Sherwood Eddy’s book, but I know that a bio¬ 
graphy will be written by someone or, perhaps, by more than one and, 
of course, as you know, I would like to write that book. Perhaps 
Margaret would be better fitted to do it. I do not want to plague 
you about it and I do admire your position in regard to it, which is 
quite rare, even though I do not agree. 

* 

We are slogging along here at the usual tasks. The experiences 
with embarking troops and debarking wounded and prisoners of war and 
returning troops are always interesting and stirring. I wish so much 
you could work in the trip here in connection with some of your speaking 
engagements, but I also know how much time it takes to make the 
journey. The best way from New York is by air. There are fifteen 
planes a day now, both ways, from the Norfolk Airport to Washington 
and the North. The trip takes about three hours in the plane. 



October 13th, 1944 

I had a leave in July, of ten days, and had two days at 
Endeavor. Wheeler and Dusehbury, which was in operation for 105 years, 
has closed up, hut another mill is running and the little valley with 
its neat white houses, sheltered by the green Alleghany hills, looks 
much as it did when I was a boy. The home, where various members of the 
family lived for forty years, burned in 193? and has not been rebuilt. 

The little church is there, however, and many very happy and blessed 
memories came to me when I went into the church and set in the pew 
where our family were accustomed to sit. You remember, perhaps, some¬ 
thing of the financial battle that we had to fight back in the years 
immediately following the crash in 1929, when three of my cousins failed, 
their failure taking out substantial smounts of cash to cover their 
paper in some of our local banks to keep them from being smashed, and 
their loans, which were'made with timber stock as security,tying up the 
family credit in those same banks. On top of this came the Tillamook 
fire which burned a large tract of timber which we had sold but on which 
a bond issue had been placed, which we had all guaranteed. The purchaser 
threw up his hands, as he was paying for the timber as he was cutting it. 
The other guarantors refused to honor their guarantees and the whole bond 

issue came back on us to either repudiate as had the others or to try to 
pay off. We decided to attempt to do the latter and secured an extension 
of ten years for the bonds, a reduction from five to three percent in 
interest, interest to be paid at maturity, and arranged to take up the 
bonds as payments might be available from the operations on the West Coast, 

which were put in a sinking fund for such purposes. It seemed doubtful 
for a time if we could ever meet these obligations and I would not like, 
again, to go through such years as those immediately following 1929. 
With the improvement in the lumber market, however, we have been able to 
clear all of the bank debts and the entire bond issue, and in December, 
1943, the family was completely clear of these two major obligations. I 

am inclosing a copy of a letter from one of our local banks in Pennsyl¬ 
vania, which made us very happy to receive. We have some settling up 
and squaring up of accounts within the family, as individuals, still to 
be done, but the family is completely out of debt to banks and to bond 
holders and that is certainly a relief. We felt like saying, as Montgomery 
is quoted as saying, “It is the Lord's doing and marvelous in our sight." 

I thought of all this as I was in the little church and said a prayer 
of thanksgiving and felt as if father and mother were really very near. 

I am inclosing a clipping from a recent issue of the Forest 
Republican, a local paper published at Tionesta, about eight miles from 
Endeavor, which gives some quotations from recent letters from Sandy. 
A letter, received last week, was written from Brussels. He said he 
had been given a wonderful reception in Paris and in Brussels, in company 
with other Air Force boys, and that he was living in a Belgium chateau, 

where two weeks before German pilots had been established. 

2. 



October 13th, 1944 

I have been trying hard to get some assignment that would 
take me near the actual scene of battle overseas, either in Europe 
or in Asia. I believe there may be some chance of an assignment in 
the latter territory and I will try to make that dream come true. Mean¬ 
while, I am enjoying very much the work here,but that enjoyment would 
be vastly increased if I could persuade you to come down. 

Perhaps Caroline might be interested in the clipping I am 
inclosing. 

Please give my love to Mrs. Speer. 

Affectionately yours, 

w. & fl&k 
W. R. WHEELER 

Major, TC 
Port Historian 

3. 
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FOREST COUNTY NATIONAL BANK 

Established 1896 
TIONESTA, PENNSYLVANIA 

July 6, 1943 

Mr. William R. Wheeler 
Captain, T.C., Port Historian 
Newport News, Virginia 

Dear Captain: 

Thank you for your letter of July 2nd and your nice 
comment regarding the Forest County National Bank, of which 
your family has been an important factor since its beginning 
in May, 1896. 

I know you are glad to have a clear slate so far as 
owing the bank anything, but I cannot say that we altogether 
share your feeling. During all the troublesome years from 1927 
on, none of us in the bank have ever had any least doubt of the 
value of any obligations held against the Wheeler interests or 

any member of the family. 

I know you must be enjoying your work and share your wish 

that you might drop in to see us. 

Kepler, who, with his family, is spending a two week's 
leave with us ending Thursday next, was pleased to have news of 

you and would be pleased if you could stop by the Navy Yard, if 

you go to Washington. 

I hone you get good news of Sandy and that Mrs. Wheeler 

and Petey are well. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

(s) James D. Davis 

( /\ ' V / 

/ 
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

IN REPLY 

REFER TO: 

Newport News, Virginia 

16 October 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Last week I wrote you, but I want to add a note to that letter 

today. 

Last night I had dinner at a Hampton Institute home at which a 
Miss BlancheM. Speer was present. Miss Speer is a member of the fac¬ 
ulty at Hampton Institute, but is expecting to leave for another appoint¬ 
ment this week. She has been here for about a year. She is the daugh¬ 
ter of Erastus A. Speer, of Easton, Pennsylvania, a lumberman of your 
generation, a former managing partner of the Fitzgerald-Speer Company 
and of the Speer Lumber Company. He was also responsible for a sub¬ 
urban development near Easton called "Speertown". He has been active 
in church work, and an Elder in the Lehigh Presbytery for nearly 50 
years, an Elder of the First Presbyterian Church of Penn Argyl and of 
the College Hill Presbyterian Church. He conducted a Bible Class known 
as the E. A. Speer Bible Class. He died about two years ago, age 76. 

His daughter showed me a message to her that she found among his 

papers after his death, which read as follows: 

"Dear Daughter, 

"It can't be so long now until I join Mother. Three score and 
ten years are all we are promised and I used up my allowance some years 

ago. 

"With Jacob of old, I can say: 'I have waited for Thy salvation, 

0 Lord,11 and with David, I surely can say, 'I had fainted unless I had 
believed to see the <goodness of the Lord, in the land of the living,' 
and to you, my daughter, I can truthfully say: 'Wait on the Lord, be 
of good courage and He shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on 

the Lord.' 

"Yes, our plans might have given us more freedom in many ways, 
but it was willed differently and we still may have grace to say: 
'Not my will, but Thine, be done.' We know that all things work together 

for good, even though we are undeserving. I know I can leave you in the 
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care of One who is better able than I. 

"Your loving Dad." 

I believe that Mr. Speer, like a number of other lumbermen, 
suffered during the depression and was not able to leave his 
daughter much in the world's goods, but he did leave her a wonder¬ 
ful memory of a noble Christian and an enduring love in Christ. 

I spoke yesterday in a Methodist Church in Hampton. I spoKe 
on "Foreign Missions in War Time". There were a number of service 
men, officers and enlisted men, from nearby posts, including Fort 

Monroe and Langley Field. 

I have spoken almost every Sunday during recent weeks and have 
enjoyed the change from the routine work of the Port. I am not a 
member of the Chaplain's Corps, although I tried ^ard to get in. ^ 
I remember once that you said you were sort ol a guerilla preacher 
and I have felt as if I belonged in somewhat the same category, 

although not as eloquent a one as you. 

Sincerely yours, 

y. [?, ft&k 
W. R. Wheeler 
Major, T. C. 
Port Historian 
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

OFFICE OF THE PORT HISTORIAN 

Newport News, Virginia 
2A April 1945 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

It was fine to have your recent letter with its report that you 
expected to be out of the clutches of the surgeons by the first of April. 
I congratulate you upon this "star recovery", which was a true victory, 
and another illustration of what can be accomplished through the"perseverance 
of the Saints" plus the toughness ana haraihood of the descendants of pion¬ 

eer stock of Pennsylvania. 

yfe were very happy to see Billie here recently and to have a 
meal with him and then later to see him again after he had seen you and 
Betty, his son, Robert Elliott II, and his daughter, Beryl. Billie is a 
fine boy and everyone who met him liked him very much. His men said he 
was fair and friendly, which is high praise for an officer. He said he 
had never met a general, so I took him around and introduced him to our 
Commanding General. We took some photographs of him, and later, when these 
can be released, we will be glad to send a copj' to him and to ^ycu. 

I think the total number of books which you reported you had 
covered while you were off duty was a phenomenal one. Few men could equal 

Reading is a real rest and antidote lor Lhe war. My chief difliculty 
in this work is to stay awake at night 'when I start to read. Ye are quite 
active from six o'clock on and the only time I have to read is in my quarters 
at the end of the day, and then I find myself falling asueep over the oook. 
I have enjoyed so much reading the three volumes of David Southall Freeman, 
Lee's Lieutenants. I met Dr. Freeman and was much impressed by him. .He 
rises at four o'clock and turns in at eight o'clock, eschews most social 
activity and sticks to his work as Editor of.the Richmond News Leader and 
as a biographer. I understand he is now working on a four-volume il’-Q o± 
'Washington. I liked especially the picture he gave of stonewall Jackson 
Vn the'"second volume of Lee's lieutenants. Jackson and Lee were evidently 
sincere Christians, and part of the respect in which they are held.is due 
to the nobility and integrity of their character as well as to tisir mili¬ 

tary skill. 



I have also reread Edward S. Creasy's, The Fifteen Decisive Battles 
of the World with the supplementary nine battles added by a subsequent 
author, Mr. Murray. Creasy's style is beautiful, but that cannot be said 
of the writing of his successor. Creasy's definition of the decisive battles, 
as you remember, are those battles which "may justly be reckoned among those 
few battles of which a contrary event would have essentially varied the crania 
of the world in all of its subsequent scenes". 

It is interesting to go back over these battles and see how the 
course of history was changed as a result of the victories won in those con¬ 
tests. It has been puzzling for me to try to understand just what part God 
had in these conflicts and their outcome. I do not believe war is Christian 
and I cannot see that it has a place in a truly Christian community. I be¬ 
lieve it must be outlawed and I have faith to hope and believe that mankind 
will have enough wisdom and courage and common sense to take the preliminary 
steps at this time through the San Francisco Conference and at subsequent 
gatherings to make war an anachronism, just as slavery has been nanished from 
£>TvHlze(j nations. It does not seem that God can oe excluded fi om the majoi 
decisions in history, and yet it is difficult to think of Him as participating 
in the agony and pain ano cruelty of a great battle. You wrestled with this 
problem in your book. The Christian Man, the Church, and the Gar. I have 
talked to many soldiers, including the wounded, and .even German prisoners of 
war, and I am" sure that many of them have had a deepened consciousness of 
God's help and the comfort of Christ through their experiences in battle and 
as they suffered on the battlefield, but I am puzzled about the.problem in¬ 
volved. It is the old philosophical problem of evil and suffering, but this 
orobiem is always new when it comes to the current generation. I bad a 
talk on the same subject this morning with two RCAF Chaplains, Squadron Lead¬ 
ers who have served three years overseas. The best they could do »as to 
assert that Goa could use even the wrath of man to praise Him, that war is at 
times the lesser of two evils, and that the Christian community at, times must 
have the support of force as well as of prayer. You faced tills question when 
you were Moderator and refused to take the pacifist position because.at times, 
as you said, "There are criminal nations that need to be restrained", but^it 
is difficult, if the point is really pressed, to escape the Jesuitical posi¬ 
tion that the end justifies the means. 

I should like to reread your book on the subject. Do you know where 
I could pick up a copy.7 As I remember, it was published by MacMillan and not 

by Revell. 

We were made very happy by the return on leave of our second son, 
Sandy, after twenty months' overseas service. I was glad that he could see 
Caroline when he was in New York. He took part in over one hundred combat 
missions and in his squadron of twenty-three, only three—two others besides 
sandy—came through unharmed. Eighteen were killed. Sucn.experiences age 
a boy and it will take quite a while for him to recover his natural spontanei y 
and serenity. He has gone back and hopes he may be assigned to the Far r,ast. 
Ttve been*trying to get an assignment there and still have hopes, although 

t have enjoyed very much the work here. 



Sherwood Eddy and Stanley Jones and John Uackay have all spoken 
at the Hampton Institute, and have seen something of the work of the Port 
here. I know they have tried to secure you as one of the speakers at the 
Institute and I hope it may be possible for you to work into your schedule 
a trip down here before I leave Virginia. The best way to come is by air t 
..orfolk. 

Billie has just been in my office and will have dinner with us 
tomorrow night. Connie is here and joins me in love to Mrs. Speer and you 
and to all your family. 

Affectionately yours, 

. R. .VHEEIER 
Major, TC 
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AR14Y SERVICE FORCES WRW/mgb 
HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA 
OFFICE OF THE PORT HISTORIAN 

June 27th, 1945 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Speer: 

When Billy was here with his ship, we took some photographs of 
him and his gun crew. Security restrictions made it impossible to send 
the pictures, but those restrictions have now been lifted. I am forwarding 
four pictures with captions herewith, and also have sent copies to his wife. 

I thought Billy was very handsome in his uniform. You can see 
the photographs of his family that are on his desk; he had pictures of you 

in another corner of his room. 

We have been quite busy here, debarkations taking the place of 
embarkations. I was happy to have the good letter from Dr. Speer, written 
11 May 1945, and it was fine to know that he was recovered from his opera¬ 
tion and was actively in the battle again. 

I received the copy of Dr. Speer's book published in 1918, "The 
Christian Man, the Church and the War", and have re-read it with keen 
interest. The book is written with true wisdom, insight and eloquence and 
is even more relevant today than when it was published. We thank the Good 
Lord that the nations, through their representatives, seem ready now to 
support an united world organization and we hope and pray its work will 

succeed. 

When I came into the Army, at the request of Brigadier General 
Kilpatrick, the Commanding General here, and a Yale classmate, the Board 
gave me a leave of absence for this service. Each year I have reported 
on the work and this leave has been extended, until this Spring, when the 
Home Base Department felt this arrangement could not be continued and asked 
for my resignation. This, of course, I sent throu^i and I believe it was 
acted upon on June 11th, although I have not received any formal word as yet. 
I had hoped that I could return to the work with the Foreign Board after 
the war and I believe Army service will be a real aid in that work. But 
I can't leave the Army now, as my work here is not finished, so the only 
course was to send in the resignation. I had asked for an extension of 
leave of absence when I sent in my last report and I wanted to make clear 
to you that I had not asked severance of my relations with the Board. 
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On the other hand, I quite understand the viewpoint of the Home 
Base Committee and Board members and the need of someone heading up the 
Department of Special Gifts and Annuities on a permanent basis. 

With love to you both, I am 

As ever yours, 

W. R. WHEELER 

Major, TC 
Port Historian 
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CABLE ADDRESS * INCULCATE, NEW YORK 

]/VkeeleY'i W« Re* 

TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

July 19, 1946 

Dr. Robert 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, 

Speer 

Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speor: 

As you can see by the stationery, I am back in th/ Board o. fie . /here I began work 
again, July 8th, 1946. I am not in the Division where I worked formerly but have been 
asked to write a Decennial history of the Board and the Missions as a supplement to the 
Magnum Onus that Dr. Brown oroduced on the first century of the Board work• I will be 
glad to tackle this though I am sure Dr. Brown or you could do a much better job. I 
have written Dr. Brown asking him if he would write a Preface for the book and I presume 
we will have the Forward fro:" Dr. Mackay as president of the Board. I would like very 
much to hav a chanter by ,rou which could take anv form that you wish. 

* - Wo t/ *J 

The Board 
The story will 
annua ± reports 
of the war in 6 
your severance 

has given mo a year for this work and I am collecting materials on it. 
include events fro October 15, 1935 to Octob r 15, 1945 and will include 
dating from April I, 1956 to April 1, 1946# ten years, covering the period 
hina, and World ’Tar II and in general will cover the decade following 
from the service here. You will doubtless wish to look over the material 

when it begins to shape up. 

I would like to put ir. this summer and fall collecting the data and then in the 
first three months of 1947, in writing up the history. This would mean we would like 
to have your chapter sometime after the first of t he year, hake it as long or short 
as you wish and you can cover any aspect of the service you prefer. 

The transition from army life to civilian life is almost as radical as the original 
change from civilian to army life. The two worlds arc quite distinct and the transfer 
is not an easy one in either direction. I am glad to bo back, however, after three years 
end six i ontbs an the army service and will do my best with the work th»t has been given 
to me. The appointment is for only one year. 

overseas 

I hope that you have good word from your daughter/and that Billy and I arnie and 
Mrs. Speer are all well. 

li;v love and best wishes to all of you. 

Affectionatelv yours 
v v 

.TRlv'sDA W. Reginald ./heeler 
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CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE. NEW YORK" TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

September 17, 1946 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Your letter of September 14 has come in which you maintain your 
position bolstered by classic quotations and rallying cries in the 
original from the Highlands, just as you formerl}' held your place in 
the Princeton line against all battering. If we were somewhat younger 
we might try to settle this argument on the football field. I rememb¬ 
er with much pleasure when on The Hill team as guard, driving the capt¬ 
ain of the Princeton Freshman team out of the line and putting our 
touchdown right through the place where he should have been. Remember¬ 
ing, however, our bout in the spar-fight on the trip.to Montevideo, I 
will have to desist; but the conviction still remains and I am sorry 
I cannot do the book which I believe would be a great blessing to 
many people. 

I will try to carry your greeting to Officer Hutchins and I hope 
you can come down and speak here soon. 

The staff here joins in love and best wishes. 

Affectionately yours 

Reginald Wheeler 
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CABLE ADDRESS -INCU^-CATE^ NEW YORK" 
TELEPHONE WATKINS 8-2000 

\ \ The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

/ w 
156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

October 28, 1946 

Dr. Richard E. Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

The other day I had to make out a list of books read in the last year. Ox 

course, I thought of you with your prodigious consumption. 

I am enclosing my list, which I thought might be of some interest to you, 
though, doubtless, it cannot compare with your longer total. This list is rather 
heavily weighted toward the military, but you will understand such reading was 
necessary in the job I had, and I will try to redress the balance now; but I am 
glad that I had the opportunity of reading the fine books on Lee and Lee1s Lieu¬ 

tenants and on Stonewall Jackson. 

I have been reading "Great Teachers" by Houston Peterson and was impressed 
by a paragraph in the Introductory statement on the effective teachers in Amer¬ 
ican schools and colleges to be found in the gymnasium and on the athletic fields. 
I am sending a copy of that paragraph to Mike Sweeney, whom I hope to see in the 
near future. I am also sending a copy of Mike's autobiography to the editor, Mr. 
Peterson, whose book includes only individuals who are not now living; otherwise, 
Mike should certainly be included as an illustration of the type of teacher de¬ 

scribed in the enclosed paragraph. 

I am enclosing also a copy of Dr. Brown's Preface to the Decennial History 

of the Board on which I am working. I am hoping very much that you will write 
a chapter for the book. In an earlier letter you said you would keep the matter 
in mind and would see what develops. Any time up to January 1, 1947 would be all 

right. 

John Mackay gave a wonderful address at the Board dinner recently after his 
return from Latin America and really cut loose on the wave of his great and obvi¬ 
ous love for that field. I wish you could have been present and hope you will 

come to speak at some staff meeting soon. 

Our youngest son, Pete, has returned from the Pacific, where he was in the 
97th Infantry Division and in the 11th Airborne Division as a paratrooper. He 

has been accepted for entrance at Yale in February. 
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Sandy is on his way to California, where he is trying to enter one of the 
colleges. He enjoyed having luncheon with Carolyn here before she went overseas. 

My love and best wishes to Mrs. Speer. 

Affectionately yours, 

IaA 
W. Reginald II/heeler 

mw/ed 

Enclosures 

P. S. When Connie and I returned from China in 1936 I was startled and depressed 
by the extraordinary taste exhibited in the women’s hats. I wondered what could 
have tvri.sted their sense of beauty to produce such monstrosities and to be willing 
to pay for them. 

Most of the books on my reading list are non-fiction. I wanted to include 
some fiction and chose rather at random four or five novels that were at the top 
of the best seller lists given in the New York Times and New York Herald Tribune. 
I think the taste in fiction is about on a par with the former taste in feminine 
hats. 

The best novel that I have reau is by Ullman, ’’The White Tower,” which I 
have listed under General books, but it is good chiefly because it is about the 
mountains, and that is a manly, clean subject that even present taste in fiction 
cannot deface. 

Have you read Lieutenant General Dobbie's book, ”A Very Present Help?" I 
think you and William would enjoy "Mr. Roberts." 

I hope we can see you when you are next in New York. W.R.W. 



PREFACE 

Ten years have passed since the completion of my centennial history (’’One 
Hundred Years") of the Foreign Missionary work of the Presbyterian Church and 
the related policies and problems of modern missions. The decade, so short in 
time, has been large in significance. Seldom has a like period been character¬ 
ized by such momentous events. It has seen a war of unprecedented magnitude 
which affected not only Europe and America but every country in the world in 
which missionary work is conducted. In some fields, notably the Far East, the 
work has been utterly dislocated, missionaries interned or evacuated, and churches, 
schools, hospitals, residences, and other mission properties destroyed. The demo¬ 
ralization of men’s minds by the appalling tragedies and the holocausts of passion 
and hatred have been even more portentous than the physical damage. Now the world 
must be rebuilt morally as well as materially. 

The picture is not wholly dark. Shining through the gloom are the devotion 
of missionaries, the fidelity of churches in the mission field, and a fuller recog¬ 
nition of the value of Foreign Missions as a regenerative and reconstructive influence 
in the world. Americans now have a wider knowledge of the peoples of Asia, of what 
missionaries are doing, and of missions as an essential factor in international peace. 

It is a thrilling story, and it ought to be told now and often while men's minds 
are open to its meaning and ready to utilize its truths in establishing a better world 
order. Not a new Gospel, but a clearer understanding of the old, is the urgent need. 
Some changes in methods are desirable, but nothing has occurred to alter the basic 
facts of human brotherhood and "the aim of Foreign Missions to make the Lord Jesus 
Christ known to all men as their Divine Savior...and to bring to bear on all human 
life the spirit and principles of Christ." 

In these circumstances, The Board of Foreign Missions has been fortunate in 
securing my friend and former colleague, Dr. Wheeler, to write this supplement to 
my centennial history. A China missionary for eleven years, a secretary of the 
Board for fifteen years, an army officer for three and a half years, and the author 
of several books, he is admirably qualified to describe and evaluate the develop¬ 
ments of this memorable decade. 

Arthur Judson Brown 



GREAT TEACHERS 

AS PORTRAYED BY THOSE MO STUDIED UNDER THEM 

Edited by Houston Peterson 

pages xviii and xix 

"Undoubtedly some of the most effective teachers in American 

schools and colleges are to be found in the gymnasium and on the 

athletic fields. They have a clarity of aim, a measurement of achieve¬ 

ment, that many of their bookish colleagues must envy. Mile others 

engage in heated pedagogical debate, they put into practice the slogan 

of "learning by doing" and work out concretely the connection between 

"interest and effort." By insisting that "form" is the key to speed 

and power, they sometimes convey more of a sense of aesthetic prin¬ 

ciples than do abstruse professors of art appreciation; for almost 

always effective athletic form is the beautiful well co-ordinated way 

of doing things# But sRas, fine athletes do not ordinarily become 

able writers —and I can find no persuasive portrait in this field. 

We must follow Socrates to the Gymnasium." 

Published by Rutgers University Press , 1946 



W. Reginald Wheeler 

Book3 read from November 1, 1345 to November 1, 1946s 

Kefirion and Foreign Missions 

Title Author 

Abundant Living 
Jesus and Our Human Problems 
The Christian Man, the Church and the War 
The Christian Equivalent of War 
The Church Must Win 
One Hundred Years (in part) 
One World A-Butiding: Hew Frontiers for Old 
Prayer 
Pathfinders of the World Missionary Crusade 
Doctors East, Doctors West 
Christ and Man's Dilemma 
The Christian Mission in oar Day 
These Live On 
A Very present Help 
Foreign Mission Annual Reports - 1336-1346 
The Rebirth of the German Church 
The parallel Hew Testament (in part) 
The Highway of Print 
Your Daddy Did Not Die 

E. Stanley Jones 
Robert £. Speer 
Robert E« Speer 
I). Willard Lyon 
C* T. Leber 
A, J. Brown 
Presbyterian Foreign Board 
Laubaeh 
3harwood Eddy 
E. H. Hume 
Battrick 
Shafer 
Dennis 
Lt. Gen. Dobbie 
Presbyterian Board 
Herman 
Moffett 

Ure 
Poling 

Army onci. tne War 

No Beautiful Nights 
The Church and the Returning Soldier 
Decisive Battles of the World 
R. E. Lee (fear volumes) 
Lee's Lieutenants (three volumes) 
War Years with Jab Stuart 
Battle Report (two volumes) (in part) 
It is Dark Underground 
Brave Men 
Last Chapter 
Personal Recollections of the Civil War 
Field Marshal Montgomery 
The Wounded Don't Cry 
General Wainsright's Story 
The RCA? Overseas (two volumes) (in part) 
The Great Globe Itself 
Op Front 
My Three Years with Eisenhower (in part) 
As I Saw It 
The Road to Victory (two volumes) 
I Saw the Fall of the Philippines 
God is My Go-Pilot 
Pocket History ox the Second World War 
The 64th Infantry' Division in the Battle of Germany 
Robert E. Lee - Recollections and Letters 
Stonewall Jackson (two volumes) 
Fighting Divisions 
The ’"inning of the war in Tyrone the. Pacific 

Eisenhower' Ovm Story ( ycl °) 

Vassili Grossman 

Burkhart 

Creasy and Murray 
Douglas Southall Freeaaa 
Douglas Southall Freeman 
Blackford 
Early 
Loo 
Ernie Pyle 
Ernie Pyle 
Gibbon 
Lars 
Reynolds 
Wainwright 

William C. Bullitt 
Mauldin 
Butcher 
Elliott Roosevelt 
iheeier others 

Romulo 
Scott 
Cosaaager 
Draper 
Lee 
Henderson 
Kahn and McLeraore 
P-one'*’^1 Marshall 
General El senhower 



1. Reginald Wheeler 

Books read from November 1, 1945 to November 1, 1948 (continued); 

General 

Title Author 

The Yfiiite House Physician McIntyre 
The White Tower Ullm&n 
Beyond the Sunset Stevens 
Unbidden Guests Stevens 
Immortal Wife Stone 
King Henry y Shakespeare 
The Egg and I MacBoweil 
My Twenty-five Years in Ghina Powell 
The Arch of Triumph Remarque 
Man eaters of Xumaon Corbett 
Voices of History Watts 
Patrick Henry Wirt 
Patrick Henry Taylor 
The True Patrick Henry George Morgan 
Stonewall Jackson Cook 
Forever China Payne 
The Road to France Crowell and Wilson 
Travels and Works of Captain John Smith (in part) James Niles 
Virginia; A Guide to the Old Dominion W. P. A. 
Homes and Gardens in Old Virginia Massie and Christen 
My Boyhood in a Parsonage Lament 
Stephen Foster, a Treasury Howard 
The Great Teachers Peterson 
Starling of the White House Starling 
A Saga of the St. Lawrence Calvin 

McKean, the Governor’s County Stone 

The Allegheny Way 

Rickshaw Boy Lau Shaw 

Nantucket Sketchbook Eberman 

The Pacific Coast Ranges 
Fiction 

Peattie 

Then and Mow Maugham 

This Side of Innocence Caldwell 

The Snake Pit Ward 

The Black Rose 

Poetry 

Costigan 

The Pocnet Book of Verse Speare 

War and the Poet Eberhart and Rodman 

The War Poets Williams 
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The Board of Foreign Missions 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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TELEPHONE WATKINS S-2000 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY November 8, 1946 

v 
Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, C onn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Today I saw Officer Hutchins on the corner of Twenty-third 
Street and Fifth Avenue and gave him your message of remembrance 
contained in your recent letter. He was much pleased to hear 
from you. 

He said he had been on his present assignment (Fifth Avenue 
and Twenty-third Street and nearby) for nearly forty years and 
that he knew you well and used your book, "Five Minutes a Day" 
and had read other writings of yours. 

I hope you will come down soon to see him and your other 
non-police friends here at 156. 

v 

Affectionately yours 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/ed 
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OFFICE OF SECRETARY December 6, 1946 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

It was splendid to see and to hear you at the luncheon on Dr. Brown's, 
birthday, and I have heard many an appreciative comment on the wit, wisdom, 
and love of your winged words on that occasion.., It was like old times to 
have two of the "Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse"present, and so many of 
the Alumni of the Staff. I shall always be glad and grateful that for a 
number of years 1 could sit at the feet, in the work here, of two of such 
really great men in the service of our Church as you and Dr. Brown. We 
shall not see their like again. 

As you were reminiscing, I thought of a talk I heard Admiral Halsey 
give at the lale Club the other evening. His stories were not quotable 
without expurgation at least outside of the Havy and Army circles. He 
was speaking off the record at the Yale Club, but I jotted down some notes, 
and I thought you might be interested in them. You need not bother to re¬ 
turn the enclosed memorandum, and, of course, his -words are not quotable or 
for publication. I enjoyed hearing him, however, and I believe he is truly 
in the tradition of our great fighters and admirals. 

I called on Mike Sweeney last Sunday, and I saw on his table your book, 
"Jesus and Our Human Problems," in which you had quoted from Mike's autobi¬ 
ography his statement on prayer. Mike is seventy-four and a bit shaky but 
still retains much of his former warmth, keenness, and charm. 

On July 19, 1946 I wrote asking if we could have a statement from you 
which could be a chapter in the Decennial History of the Missions and Board, 
on which I am working. You replied you would keep the matter in mind, and 
I am writing now to express the hope that we can have this contribution to 
the History from you. I am trying to secure the material by January 1,1947. 

Affectionately yours 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/ed 

Enclosure 



Admiral William F. Halsey 

Yale Club 

October 28, 1946 

(Confidential - Not for Publication) 

Admiral Halsey was introduced by Captain-, a medical officer who was on his 
staff during the war in the Pacific. Captain-told a story in his introduction: 

"One day Admiral Halsey and I were going to church on our ship. Two sailors 
saw is as we passed, and we heard one say to the other, ‘That old son-of-a- 
bitchl1 

"Admiral Halsey heard and called them sharply to attention and then burst out, 
•What do you mean by calling me oldl'” 

"I want to introduce the Admiral as the fight ingest Admiral I have ever known and 
my good friend." 

Admiral Halsey: "I want to begin by saying how glad I am to be here in the Yale Club 
talking to you Yale men. I had a number of Yale men on my staff, and they did fine 
service. You men who have gone to Yale and to similar colleges, Yale, Harvard, and 
Princeton, have had a splendid training, and you owe a debt to your country because 
of your added privileges. You have been prepared to be leaders, and God knows this 
country needs theml 

"We all know the trouble we are facing: strikes, lack of production, quarreling. I 
don't know the answers or the solution, but men like you who have had your training 
should know. The condition this country is in today is damned rotton, and it needs 
help and leadership. 

"War is silly and stupid. The only aim of war is peace. In war you kill your enemies, 
but then what? (The pleasantest thing I have seen is a dead Jap.) We must go on from 
there. 

"This country won th.; war. I do not care if I do say that - it is time. This country 
is the strongest in the world. Let us take our part in the world as such a strong na¬ 
tion. Please back up the United Nations. Twice in great wars we have been called upon 
to help win the war. We really ?/on this war, and because we won this war, we have as¬ 
sumed a great responsibility toward leadership. We must never nave another warl Men 
like you must help to work cut the problems of peace." 

Question: What about the Japanese fighters, particularly their flyers? 

Answer: At first they were very good; after that they were not so good. 

Q: Did the atomic bomb make the Navy absolete? 

A: I should take time to light a cigarette before answering that one. I was quoted 
once in the Press as calling the atomic bomb a. toy. Now in the Navy we have a way 
of calling any new weapon or an experimental device a toy. I did not mean to dis¬ 
parage the bomb by using the current phrase. The atomic bomb i3 the most horrible 
weapon ever perfected by man. I personally am sorry man ever found such a destruc¬ 
tive force. 



".dm*! W. F, Halsey - 2 - October 28, 1946 

"The tests at Bikini showed that the bomb came up to expectations, but at 2,000 
yards or more it was not as effective as when it made a direct hit. The ships 
anchored at Bikini that were 2,000 yards away, omitting radio activity, were not 
affected seriously in the air or under the water;except for the radio activity, 
they were not seriously damaged. 

to 2,500 
"In Tiorld ?{ar I and II intervals of 2,000/yards between ships were not unusual. 
In a future war we may have to increase the interval, but the bomb had more 
destructive effect on lana then on sea. I sincerely hope that it will not be used 
in tlr next war, for which I hope I will be too old. Perhaps in the next war the 
only effective weapons will be shot from submersible craft, bait those submersibles 
will be in the Navy*. 

Q. What should be our policy until we have more friendly relations with Russia? 

A. That is a political question, and I cannot answer political questions. 

What about the landing on Guadacanal? 

A. Admiral King insisted on Gut acanal. The Marines stopped the Japanese there, 
who went back on their paddies. At oou snviile we broke the Japanese backs. I 
am boasting now because I was commanding there. 

Q, What about the battles of Coral Sea and Midway? 

A. I did not take part in those battles, so I cannot discuss them except to say 
that our fleet broke the Japanese attack and brought them to their knees. The 
submarine men deserve the most credit from our country for what they did in the 
war. I am speaking from memory and my figures need to be checked, but as I re¬ 
call, submarines sank 62?' of all Japanese ships sunk during the war. Approxi¬ 
mately 25% were sunk by the Navy Air Forces; 8% by the Army /dr Forces, and the 
remaining 1% by Naval action. Xou see what a debt we owe to those submarine 
sailors. 

g. What about naval aviation? 

A. If there had not been naval aviation in tills war, God help us! 

g. What was the most exciting day in your service? 

A. The day -we went into Tokyo Bay. 

Q. Will the Japanese be a future menace? 

A. Not if we have any sense. Japan is an island. Its imports and exports can be 
controlled much more easily than those of Germany or of any other country in Europe. 
We can control Japan if we have just a modicum of sense and keep them from becoming 
a menace. 

What position did Stassen have on your staff? 

A. If you do not like Harold Stassen, God help you. This is off the record, but I 
don’t live a damn if it is or not. Stassen has done everything for his country from 
the governorship to fighting. He was on the South Dakota when it was hit by a bomb 

and 85 men killed. (Applause) 



Adm* 1 7?. F. Halsey - 5 - October 28, 1946 

Q. What do you think of the present military government in Japan? 

A. I know General McArthur well and professionally. If we have had a finer gentle¬ 
man and officer representing us in Tokyo or elsewhere, I do not know where, (Applause). 

Q, Was the Japanese Navy up to the European or American standards? 

A. Their Navy was, in part, very good. The Japanese were willing to die for their 
dean- old ancestors, and 7/e were willing to help them. (Applause). The chief mistake 
the Japanese made was that they always sent a boy instead of a man. 

Q. Tell about the surrender ceremony? 

A. We sent destroyers out to meet the Japanese representatives at tne final parley. 
They sent a most horrible—looking, decrepit destroyer to meet us. We took the side 
arms from the Japanese officers. (I have a couple of them now.) The officers were 
made to strip and to take baths and were examined by our doctors. Then they were 
allowed to put on their clothes and -ere distributed around the fleet, Represents— 
tives came to my flagship, the "Missouri." I was being the big boy and leeting my 
Chief of Staff deal with them. When they came on board, all we diu was a thorough 
frisking. 

Bill Kisnel, a Princeton man, made them open their briefcases and turn their 
pockets inside out. Marines stood by dth tommy guns; pictures of them were taken 
with the marines in the background. I wa3 curious as hell at what was going on 
that I could not go down to see. 

In one case, my Chief of Staff, Mike, turned his back, and a Japanese officer 
took out some cigarettes from a briefcase to light. Mike took them away and ground 
them into the deck. The Japanese officers said after their examination tnat their 
uniform in the Navy required them to wear side arms. Mike answered, "The Japanese 
Navy used to require you to wear side arms, but the American Navy is now dictating 
what you wear, and the answer is ’No.’" 

Q. Did the Kamakazi pilots plan to burn the "Missouri" on your entrance into Tokyo 
Bay? 

A. No. In one battle they had hit the side of the "Missouri" in an attach, and we 
shot down the "Zero." The first night we were in the Bay we turned out our lights, 
but on the second night, we turned them on. 

Q. Was the picket line at Okinawa a mistake? 

A. If we had not had that line, what would have happened to our people ashore? War 
Ts a horrible business. We in the Navy thought the picket line was the best way to 
save lives. 

V 
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CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE. NEW YORK* TELEPHONE WATKINS ©-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 
December 20, 1948 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
% Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer 
55 Fifth Avenue 
New York 5, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

bast night I heard the tributes paid to Dr. Mott and your beautiful statement 
which, despite the hampering time limit, summed up so completely the message of Dr. 
Mott* s life and work. 

I am very grateful to him and to you for your wonderful Christian influence 
and leadership. I remember well when I attended the Nashville Student Volunteer 
Convention in 1906, when I first heard Dr. Mott, and it was always such an inspir¬ 
ation and help to see you both and listen to you at the student conferences and at 
other gatherings. 

It was fine to see the spontaneous tribute paid to you last night when the 
whole audience rose when you began your brief address. 

I told the staff at the daily prayer meeting today about the dinner and about 
your talk, and that of Dr. Mott, and we prayed for both of you; that you would have a 
special measure of Christmas joy and many years of sei'vice still to come. 

Affectionately yours 

W. Reginald Ydieeler 

YJRW/ed 
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office of secretary January 3, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Your letter, saying that you could not send in a statement for the Decennial 
History of the Board by January 1, 1947, has come. 

I cannot reconcile myself to the omission of your contribution to the book, 
and I will keep a place for whatever you may decide to write, until April 1, 1947. 
We are hoping to go to press May 1, 1947, but that is a hope rather than a fixed 
deadline. 

It is interesting to compare the methods of securing material for a history 
like this — those used in the army and in civilian life. At the Hampton Roads 
Port of Embarkation, I had much the same job of corralling articles for the two- 
volume history of the Port. I was interested to see how the system worked in the 
army. After approval of securing the material and publishing the History had been 
given, an order went out from the Commanding General to the officers who had been 
selected to write certain chapters 
ing the material, and the officers 

a deadline was 
if any of them 

given ior receiv— 
were delinquent 

when the deadline came 
manding General, which 
through right on time, 
the editing of the material. 

they -would 
would be in 
and it was 

of the History; 
understood that 
be subject to a "gig" (reprimand) from the Com- 
their record. Accordingly, every officer came 

an easy matter for the historian to go ahead with 

I know that we are working in civilian circles and in accordance with the dem¬ 
ocratic system, but sometimes you long for a little more of the military discipline 
and obedience to orders that are present in army service but too often seem absent 
in civilian work. I think we ought to be as energetic and efficient in the work of 
the Army of the Lord as in the service of the Army of the United States, but there 
are real difficulties in achieving this object. (As a civilian, I am rot ithout faulii) 

You defined the military virtues in one of your books as discipline and aus¬ 
terity , and I think we need more of both in our civilian life. You also said once 
that the two greatest qualities in missionary service were love and patience, and 
I am trying to reconcile the two viewpoints in the work now before us. 

You made a beautiful statement, although hampered by time'•limitation, when you 
spoke in tribute to John R. Mott at the dinner on December 19, 1946. You spoke of 
the Pauline conception of one world and how the modern world is just catching up with 
that conception, which was expressed over 1,900 years ago by St. Paul, and before him, 

by the Lord Himself. 



Dr. Robert E. Speer January 5, 1947 - 2 - 

I wish you could develop that theme in your article for the History, outlined 
with something of the significance of the decade 1956-1948 against the world situ¬ 
ation, and against your experience of forty-six years here at 156. 

If 'ou served during two wars (the Span! sh-Ameri can and World War I), and this 
decade includes World War II, and I am sure your eloquent pen can produce a valu¬ 
able chapter for the History, and I cannot be reconciled to its omission. Won’t 
you consider it and send in whatever comes to you before April 1, 1947? Make it 
as long or as short as you wish, and we will take anything you will write. 

lour service and that of Dr. John Lowrie cover most of the Board's first cen¬ 
tury of service, and we need the historical background and viewpoint that only you 
can supply. 

Miss Daisy Atterbury, a niece of Waiter Lowrie, had luncheon with Connie and 
me yesterday. She had been working on a biography of her uncle but had to leave 
the manuscript in a small trunk at the internment camp ill Weihsien. I hope so much 
that it can be recovered and that the book will come out in due time. I am grateful 
for the privilege of having known Dr. Lowrie, and if Daisy cannot complete that book, 
I would certainly love to tackle it. 

Last week I was reading the manuscript for the biography of Dr. Harry Luce, 
written by Dr. Garside, which he asked me to read and comment upon. Revell will 
publish it. I am glad that this record of Dr. Luce's able and fruitful life will 
be made available for the Church and for his friends. It will be called "One In¬ 
creasing Purpose." 

Dr. Mott is writing, as you know, a six-volume history of the organizations 
he served, which, in a sense, will be autobiographical. 

I cannot get away from the conviction that there should be a biography or 
autobiography that will sum up your service. Have you read Thomas Lament's "My 
Boyhood in a Parsonage?" You were a contemporary and neighbor of his, and when 
I read that volume I wished so much that we could have a somewhat similar sum¬ 
mary of reminiscences out of your own home and life. I am not going to keep on 
bothering you about this, but the hope is still there, even though it is playing 
its theme on only one string. 

I was sorry I could not have the privilege of hearing you when you led in 
the devotional talks at the Executive Council Retreat 1 t month. Mr. Steele 
told me with much appreciation of the beautiful way you led those devotionals 
and said, "There is no one like Dr. Speer." I wish I could have been with you, 
but I am not a member of the Executive Council and so could not be included. 

Connie joins me in love to Mrs. Speer and to you. 

Affectionately yours, 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/ed 
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NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY JaiiU&Ty 8, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Thank you very much for your chapter on "The Present Situation" for the 
Decennial History of the Missions and Board and for your accompanying letter 
yrith its incisive, discriminating, and stimulating defense of civilian over 

military methods. 

I think your Toronto address, as edited, will fit well in the Decennial 
History, and I am grateful to you for taking the time to rewrite it and to send 

it on to us. 

I am glad you made the point you did in the first part ox the manuscript 
about the effect of winning the war upon the future of missions,_and also I 
understand something of the experiences that you were hinting at in your final 

paragraphs. 

I am happy that we have this product of your mind and pen, and after receiv¬ 

ing it, I felt like saying to the Lord, "Now let Thy servant depart in peace." 

I was reading last night from Prances Perkins,' "The Roosevelt I Knew," and 
two sentences on pages 179 and 180 buttressed your comment on the military view¬ 

point: 

"A year later Secretary Dern reported at a cabinet meeting that 
he thought the experience of handling the CCC had been the most 
valuable the Army had ever had. 

"'They have had to learn,' he said, 'to govern men by leadership, 
explanation, and diplomacy rather than discipline. That knowledge 

is priceless to the American Army.'" 

I still hold, however, that as civilians, we can learn something from the 
Army way of doing things with its discipline, decision, and dispatch; and I am 
happy that X had the opportunity of being of some service to my country in the 
Army, even though what I did was not very hazardous or notable. 

Yife will have a copy made of your article for you so that you may correct. any 
misinterpretation of your hieroglyphics; and if there is further editing, I will 

send a galley to you for your final approval. 



Dr. Robert E. Speer - 2 January 8, 1947 

I see that despite your somewhat derogatory remarks on the Military, you have 
taken some truly militant positions in your chapter, and I am glad we can give them 
support through an official publication of the Board. 

I passed on your greetings to Officer Hutchins on the comer, who asked me to 
send his regards to you. He said that he would be seventy next year and would re¬ 
tire then, but that he could still hold his own with the younger officers in direct 
ing traffic. 

I am going to fly out to California on January 20 to see Sandy, who is trying 
to get into college there, and I wish you were going along. 

Connie joins me in love to Mrs. Speer and to you. 

Affectionately yours 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRTf/ed 
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January 10, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Last night Connie and I read aloud your fine article on "The Present Situation" 
for the Decennial History of the Board. Tfe admired very much its clarity, cogency 
and insight, and its truth and beauty of phrase. Connie said she thought it was 
wonderful and that she agreed with every word of it. I am glad to pass along this 
verbal bcuquet to you in the snows of Connecticut'. 

As I read the article I felt like applauding your courage in taking on one 
after the other of the present foes of foreign missions just as you did your oppo- 
nets in the SPAR fight on the way to Montevideo. In expert fashion, you knocked 
off the SPAR, just as you did me in 1925; Mr. Gandhi; the Congregationalists, repre¬ 
sented by Mr. Harper; Clifford Manshardt; Dr. Hocking’ the isolationists; the Hew 
Deal philosophy of the State, in taking over loads that individuals should 
rightfully carry; equalization of gifts without tie right of designation; nationalism,' 
and other foes. 

Enclosed is a typewritten copy with the original manuscript. Perhaps you may 
wish to make some changes. 

I read in the "Life of Balzac" that he usually rewrote his manuscripts approx¬ 
imately sixteen times and that after the first galley had been set. I have not read 
much Balzac, but what I have read made me wonder if it were worth rewriting that many 
times; but this product of your pen is a beautiful job, and you may not wish to make 
any changes. 

I have three or four minor changes to suggest,chiefly insertions, and you 
will know best if you wish to make these changes or not. 

Page 1, paragraph 2, line 2: Substitute "World War II" for "the World War." 

Page 5, line 8 from the bottom, "Round Table Conference": Should not the date 
J be inserted? 

Page 5, paragraph 2, line 2: Should not the date of Manshardt's article be 
J inserted? 

I am not sure we followed your wishes in inclusion and exclusion of quotations 
from Manshardt's article, insertion B, as your markings were subject to various in¬ 
terpretations. Will you check this against the original to see if the quotations 
are correct? 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 



Dr. Robert E. Speer January 10, 1947 - S - 

Rage 7, paragraph 2, line 4: Substitute some other v/ord for "pitiful.” 

Page 10, paragraph 1, line 15, "...the dissociation of authority and respon¬ 
sibility" ; Should not this idea be developed more fully? You commented further 
on this point on page 11. Perhaps there should be a reference on page 10 to that 
further comment. 

The reader of this book may not be as well acquainted with the technical 
problem involved of self-support, self-government, and self-propagation as the 
missionary staff. 

Page 15, paragraph 2, line 8; Should not "Communism" be inserted aiter "Axis 
powers?" The Axis powers are finished, but the power of the Communist thought, 
backed by Russia, is not finished. 

Page 14. second line from the end, "Dr. Adolph Keller wrote recently from 
Geneva": This History will appear probably toward the end oi 1947 or eariy in 
1948. Is the adverb "recently" correct, or should his statement be dated? 

Page 18: Should not a reference be made to the courageous example of the 
men in the armed forces who have given their lives and have served their country 
?/ith absolute devotion be included also? 

You made a statement during the first world war which I have never forgotien: 

"Every soldier who is giving up his life on the battlefield is 
a summons and reproach to those of us who have accepted the Christ 
of the cross but not the cross of Christ? If they can give so 
freely to their lords of Death and Destruction, why should we not 
give even more freely to our Lord of Life and Peace?" 

I will never forget the sight of the young soldiers sailing from our Port 
(nearly three quarters of a million of them) bound for aimost immediate combat 
and the mingling with the wounded and the three quarters of a million who re¬ 
turned; and their brave and heroic spirit left enduring memories. 

You refer to the war in the first part of the article. Would it not be well 
to make a reference to the soldiers, together with the other examples oi complete 
devotion which you list, such as, Nehru, Wilson, and Livingstone?^ The book, "Night 
Climb,” by Frank Harper, published by Longsman, Green and Company, which tells the 
story of the 10th Mountain Division in going over supposedly impassable Mount Man- 
cinello to surprise and drive out the Germans, is a typical record oi such courage. 

The 10th Mountain Division went out from our Port under Major General George Hays, 
who, as you know, was a grandson of Hunter Corbett and a son ox George Hays, both oi 
our missionary force in China. I will never forget the General ana the crave lao.s with 
him, and I think they and other soldiers could be bracketed with Nehru, Wilson, and 
Livingstone in the concluding paragraph ol your article. 



Dr. Robert E. Speer 
January 10, 1947 - 3 - 

If you will return the enclosed typewritten copy, with any changes >ou wisn, 
I will do my best to see that it goes to press just as you have written it, and m 
any case, will send you a galley before the book is printed. 

Affectionately yours, 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/ed 

Enclosure 

P. S. I picked up in the book store downstairs a copy of "The Life Work of George^ 
Irving," edited by David Porter. I read the Foreword,and the chapter by George ant 
your chapter on "The Faith and Life Seminars." I remember well Trumbull s book on 
"Individual Work for Individuals," which was in use when I was a student,_ and George 
apparently carried on his service in the tradition and spirit o± ohat book. 

I was impressed by the number of seminars which you had attendee (fifty in 

twenty—three states). 

Of course, you know the train 
Christian like George Irving starts 
further. W.R.W. 

of thought v/hich reading this tribute to a nobj-e 
in my mind, but I will not plague you about this 
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CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE. NEW YORK* 

V\J(r\ Q& I? Y~ > H/» 

TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

February 7, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

You have been my "Father Confessor" since I have been related to the foreign 
mission enterprise, and I wanted to share with you two recent experiences which I 
presume might be called "mystical" and that are perhaps within the realm oi the 
"Communion of the Saints." 

Several Sundays ago Connie and I attended the morning service at the Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, of which Dr. Bonneli is Pastor. The church was full, 
including the balconies. It was a morning for Communion, and Dr. Bonneli conducted 
his service with his usual sincerity and sympathy. As we partook of the sacred 
elements, some of the old hymns were softly played. 

I had been battling with some real decisions which had troubled me. You had 
touched on this realm in your tribute to George Irving in referring to temptations 
in the realm of imagination. I had a decision before me 'which was a real test, and 
I remember finally settling that decision and heaving away the imaginations with 
much the same type of effort as you use when you are finishing a close race or 
driving an opposing lineman out of the play. As I did so, I had the most beautiful 
and radiant sense of the presence of my father and mother, who suddenly seemed to be 
in the pew with Connie and me as we worshipped. Often we had been together in the 
Communion service in the little church at Endeavor, Pennsylvania, in our family pew 
there, in which I was ordained and where I conducted the Communion service before we 
sailed for China in 1915. 

Their presence brought a feeling of great joy and comfort, and I felt anew a 
little more of the reality of the verse in the New Testament which told of Christ's 
temptation, the departing of the devil, and the coming of the angels to minister to 

Him. 

As you wrote in your chapter for the Decennial History, I believe that there 
are demonic spirits, forces of evil in the world,that have to be continually re¬ 
sisted and overcome, and this was an instance when the guardian angels brought help 

and peace. 

I flew out to California to try to help Sandy in his effort to enter college 
there, and also in some of the problems he had. I also went up to our lumber office 
in Berkeley and flew down from San Francisco on the way to Los Angeles. 

The weather was a bit thick; the pilot could not get into the Los Angeles Air- 
-0ort but landed us in Long Beach instead. We flew out over the ocean as we went 
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PRAYER TO MARIA 

Sweet Maria, hear my prayer. 
Mother of Our Lord Most High, 
Take away my doubt and care. 

Pierce the veil of driftless air 
That hides me from the joyful sky, 
Sweet Maria, hear my prayer. 

Mea culpa! 0 Most Fair, 
0 Most Gentle, hear my cryl 
Take away my doubt and care. 

Save me from the fowler’s snare; 
From all evil let me fly. 
Sweet Maria, hear my prayer. 

When temptation’s torments tear, 
Blessed Ally, be Thou nigh. 
Take away my doubt and care. 

May I sorrow bravely bear; 
Grant me victory ere I die. 
Sweet Maria, hear my prayer. 
Take away my doubt and care. 

fa* k. \frbk. 
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We6/er, W. /pe* 
TELEPHONE WATKINS 0-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

April 16, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Tiiank you for sending me the autographed copy of "The Fellowship of the 
Spirit," which you had prepared for the Federal Council of Churches, and for 
the beautiful prayer by St. Francis of Assisi that came today. Connie and I 
will be glad to make use of the readings contained in the pamphlet for use 
from Easter to Pentecost, 1947. 

I see Officer Hutchins frequently, and the other day he asked me to send to 
you his best wishes and to tell you that he was using in his devotions your book, 
"Five Minutes a Day." He said he was deriving help from it even though he is a 
Methodist. I also received your Federal Council booklet. 

He reported that he had been laid up for a couple of weeks after a fainting 
spell in his home, but he ras now on the job again despite his seventy years. I 
like to joke with him and tell him that I have received complaints that the traf¬ 
fic is not moving fast enough, and he always comes back by saying that he can 
direct traffic as well as, if not better than, any of the younger officers who 
have recently come on the force. 

I have had two requests for your little book published by Macmillan, on the 
individual, the church, and the war. I went to Macmillan to try to buy a copy, 
but v^as told it was out of print and was referred to you. Do you have two copies 
available? These will be paid for if you care to send them. 

We are in the last stages of the reports on the fiscal year. The Treasurer’s 
forecast at the last Board meeting a month ago was a deficit of between $100,000 
and $500,000 on the operations of the year. It is not possible yet to make a more 
definite guess though the final figure looks like it might be about half-way between 

the two estimates. 

I hope that Easter Day at Lakeville was as beautiful as the Easter Sunday here. 
Pete was at home, and he and Connie and I went to church together with a Yale friend 
of Pete’s, and it was a joy to share the Easter message of the truth and blessing of 
the resurrection and eternal life in Christ. 

Connie joins me in love to you and to Mrs. Speer. 

Affectionately yours, 

TUT. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/ed 



Dr. Robert E. Speer April 17, 1947 

P. S. I have held this letter until I could add a report on the finances of the 
Board for the present fiscal year. 

The books are not in final balance, and the auditors have not completed their 
report, but this morning Mr. Steele told me the deficit would be $522,583.06. 

Mr. Steele said that their estimates of receipts were quite accurate except in 
the gifts from living donors, which were below the amount expected. The Board 
voted to carry the deficit and approve the budget for the next fiscal year, which 
ends December 31, 1947. 

I think all of the staff of the Board have worked very hard. They have done 
the best they could. I am not a member of the Council, so I cannot speak with any 
first-hand knowledge, and I think it is right under the circumstances that I do 
not comment. 

On the 15th a dinner was given for Dr. and Mrs. Coffin, who had returned from 
the Cook Lectureship. Members of the Board and Council and other friends of the 
work were invited, and Dr. and Mrs. Coffin made splendid talks. Dr. Brown was 
present and spoke extemporaneously, and we wished for you. 

Dr. Brown has sent in a summary of his remarks to be published in the Clerical 
Staff Bulletin, which goes to press about the middle of May. The Editor of the Bul¬ 
letin would like very much to have a few words from you as the other Secretary Emeritus, 
if you would have time to send them on. I am enclosing a copy of Dr. Brown’s talk. 

A statement made by E. S. Martin,when he was writing the editorials for the 
former "Life” magazine, about W. J. Bryan applies, I think, to Mr. Ylallace. Mr. 
Martin wrote: "This government was founded and built up by men of loose morals and 
sound brains. Mr. Bryan is a man of sound morals and a loose brain. If Billy only had 
had a bean on him, what a man he would have been!" 

With love to jrou and Mrs. Speer in which Connie joins, I am 

Affectionately yours, 

W- (4< V. 
W. Reginald Wheeler 

WHW/ed 

Enclosure 
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The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

]/[/ liee^r \ 

TELEPHONE WATKINS 0-2000 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY April 29, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Thank you for sending the two copies of your book, "The Christian 
Man, the Church, and the War." 

Mr. Howard Vail, our Legal Counselor, who was a Major in the Air 
Corps and was a graduate of Princeton and took his law course at Yale, 
wanted especially to have a copy of this book, and I gave it to him 
with your compliments. The other one is going to Frank Price, who was 
recently here in New York and was discussing this problem of the Chris¬ 
tian’s attitude toward war. 

Yesterday in the Fleming Revell Book Store, I came upon a book 
called "Across the Line" by the widow of Albert Terhune. This book 
contains a number of purported messages from the other world, but it 
has more of a Christian view than the other books I have seen on this 
subject. I do not know how much truth there is in these messages or 
how much is subjective, but I thought you and Mrs. Speer might be in¬ 
terested in the book, and I am sending it in return for the two copies 
of the book you sent me. 

I was not satisfied with my letter to you about our financial sit¬ 
uation. I started to write an explanation and then 1 realized that this 
would probably hurt Mr. Steele's feelings, so I destroyed it. The Restor¬ 
ation Fund is going very well, but that is chiefly for capital purposes, 
and I think the Board, as far as its current budget is concerned, is in 
for some really toi^h sledding. I would like to write more, but I do not 
tnxnk tnat 1 should. 

Our love to you and Mrs. Speer. 

Affectionately yours 

W. Reginald 7/heeler 

WRW/ed 
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CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE. NEW YORK* TELEPHONE WATKINS ©-2000 

> 
The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 
May 14, 1947 

Dictated May 15, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Connie and I were at The Hill for the Alumni meeting. The beautiful memorial 
windows for Mr. Rolfe were dedicated Saturday evening in an impressive service. I 
am enclosing a program. 

There was a large turn-out of Alumni - over 200 in number - and it is always 
a joy and an inspiration to return to the school. We missed Mrs. John and Mr. Rolfe, 
both of whom had died since my last visit to The Hill. Mike Sweeney is the only one 
still living of the great quartet that were responsible for leadership at the school 
for so many years. 

He sent a telegram, and the Alumni voted to reply by wire, telling of their 
affectionate remembrance and of their deep gratitude to him for all he had done 
for The Hill since he first came there in 1895. Mike is pretty shaky, and I think 
it is doubtful how long he will be with us. 

Dr. and Mrs. Lester came for the afternoon and brought fresh word of Billy 
and Betty, and your three fine grandchildren. As the Chinese would say, you have 
great happiness in them, and we are glad there will be another boy to bear the 

great name of Speer. 

Last night at the China Colleges dinner, Connie and I had a glimpse of Marnie 
and of Holly, and we were glad indeed to see them again. 

I remember so well -when I first heard you apeak at The Hill in the fall or 
winter of 1904. You were thirty-seven years old then. I remember the text of 
the sermon you preached on "Watch Ye; Stand Fast in the Faith; Quit Ye Like Men; 
Be Strong." Those words are chiseled over the archway of the northern chancel 
of the alumni chapel and strike the key note of the enduring message of The Hill 
at its best and also of your character and service. For both I am truly grateful. 

Affectionately yours. 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/ed 

Enclosure 



CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE. NEW YORK- TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY May 29, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Your card asking for a copy of the World Almanac for 1947 

came yesterday. 

The New fork florid Telegram publishes this Almanac, and I 
have ordered a copy to be sent to you. I have forwarded the 
check, so there will be no delay in sending the Almanac to you. 

The cost is $1.85. 

Affectionately yours, 

ltf. l^uJy 

W. Reginald Yfneeler 

WRW/ed 
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X 
APPEARANCE AT TIME OF DEATH OF CAPTAIN MASC, AUSTRALIAN ARMY, 

KILLED IN FRANCE IN WORLD WAR I, AS REPORTED BY 
THE REVEREND A. J. THOMAS, LYONS, N. Y. 

Principals* My brother, an undertaker, accustomed to Head bodiesj his wife, 
r 

daughter and e son. 

Brother and wife slept downstairs ia sea© bed. Daughter, Gladys* we® actress j; 

urns anally beautiful girl, intelligent* Harried actor, Masc. 

One uiuht broiler ©.v/aAeaea, Lying on back, could see door of rooa* Door r.s 
in uniform 

sq/sitting top ol aoor. Steadily for lew minutes* Dio. 

not t.rn on light, tie -..new difference between apparition ana hali-ucinotioo. 

Looked all i round roco. Ho M&sc cayvliero• Tu,m<?d on light* N *d© npl ®8 on paper. 

Hotel the time. Turned light out. Darkness. Decided to awaken wife. Pushed her, 

crossed hand into her side. She gmabxed* Brother id not specr» i~s -“as lying 

on back. Finally aval.eaed her. 

She shrieked, *My God Frcu, there is llastin 

"Where?* 

"Sitting on door, look, icon1,' 

Brother turned light on. 

"Then a shriek ca.se frost Gladys, upstairs. 

Turned lights on ia hail. Up to Gladys room. 

She, silting in bed, terrified. 

* 

blown right off.” 

Comforted daughter. 

Rest of night disturbed for all. 

M&sc was Captain, Australian Ar ay, in France. 

Later received news that Met.sc had been kii led. 

After war, -Aten H«ac*s regiment returned home, brother interviewed a score of the aen, 

nearly all of whom had seen their Captain, vr»o was leading His men over tns top, hilled. 

Fragment of shell view his heed off. 

as apparition appeared. w - ^ Alfred J. Thom? 
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June 13, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Thank you for your check for the World Almanac. I ordered a copy for aryself 
at the same time I ordered your copy. It took the Worid-Texegram office over a 
week to send on the book, but it arrived finally. I trust you have received your 
copy by this time. Let me know if it has not arrived, and I will jog up the World- 
Telegram Office. 

I want to tell you about ray new job. As you know, I returned to the Board on 
a one-year appointment only with the assignment to write the Decennial History of 
the Board. This action meant I had to find another job after July 7, 1947. 

When I was separated from army service last spring, Dr. Latourette asked if 
I would be available for the Yale-in-China secretaryship. I told him I thought 
my first duty was to the Board, and also at my age, I questioned if I had the 
strength and energy to do the work as it should be done. As you know, I did that 
type of service in earlier years for Hangchow College, for Yenching, and for Nan¬ 
king. 

Half a dozen other jobs appeared on the horizon during this past year. I 
waited until after the annual meeting of the Board, June 10, 1947, before making 
any decision. Yale-in-China work is the nearest to service in China that has 
appeared, and after the Board meeting, June 10, 1947, I told the Yale group I 
would take that work if they still wished me to do it. The appointment was made 
June 15, 1947. I have the Decennial History to complete, so I will not start work 
in New Haven until after Labor Day. 

There is some talk of trying to relate Yale-in-China with university service 
either at Yenching or Nanking, preferably Nanking. This would be an interesting 
development. Dean Weigle is especially interested in trying to hook up with the 

graduate work at the Nanking Seminary and with the University of Nanking. As yet, 
Yale University is not ready to move on this question. Meanwhile, the relationship 
to Hua Chung College will be maintained. 

The Yale work in China was started chiefly by Congregationalists, but the Board 
of Trustees had developed quite a Presbyterian aspect. Dr. Coffin is the new Presi¬ 
dent of the Board; Henry R. Luce is Chairman of the Committee that is trying to raise 
$400,000 for rebuilding and restoration at Changsha; Dr. Lobenstine, Dr. Francis 
Hutchins, and Mr. Arthur B. Dayton of Minneapolis, and Dr. Hume, an elder in the 
Madison Avenue Church, are Trustees. Dr. Coffin, Harry Luce and I will have to be 
chiefly responsible for the campaign. This is a good Presbyterian trio, and the 
work will be interesting and worth while, but, as you know, my first love is our 
own Presbyterian Board v/ork, and, of course, I would want to do this first if there 
were an opportunity here. 



Dr. Robert E. Speer -2- June 18, 1947 

I am enclosing a copy of the List of Contents of the Decennial History, 
which is subject to change before we go to press. As you can see, this book 

is an editorial job rather than one of single authorship. 

Connie joins me in love to you and to Mrs. Speer. 

Affectionately yours. 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/ed 

Enclosure 
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WA ,'te , ^/' ce /yf- 

WAC Det RC 
Cp Joseph T. Robinson 
Arkansas 
22 January 19UU 

Dear Dr# Speer: 

Thank you so much for the book which followed me to Arkansas# 

I have been at Camp Robinson since 15 December. First I worked 
in the Records Office interviewing, for insurance, family allowance 
and bonds^ the Arkansas colored and white inductees, mostly colored# 
For the last two weeks I have been substituting for a "WAC who is on 
furlough and am working fcr a Ifejor Lowe wno is acting Commanding 
Officer of the Reception Center. 

It is much easier now I am through basic which involved keeping 
coal fines going and bringing in the coal, loading and unloading 
trucks, endless mopping of classrooms, etc., dishwashing, which was 
supposed to strengthen us. However, I enjoyed the drilling, physical 
training and parading in the fresh air# 

I start business at 7:15 and. everything is quite informal 
except that I must call ny superior ,,sir#,f' In our office we keep 
our seats \inless some one as high as a colonel comes in# Yfe salute 
all officers outside, of course# 

The camp here is up and coming. But it is rather hard to 
believe that Arkansas is one of the United States# There is a large 
school at camp called the Special Training Unit to bring inductees up 
to fourth grade standards. Otherwise, out they go. 

It would seem as though every other man has the middle name of 
"Lee" although one boy gave the name of "Calvin Coolidge#'* I told 
him he had a good name# 

You must appreciate being on the farm now there is a food 
shortage. jy sister is having a fuel problem although she paid for 
her coal last summer. It is being delivered to her one ton at a 
time when she is practically down to her last hodful and soft rather 
than hard# 

I hope you and Mrs. Speer are well and not working too hard# 

P# S. iy half-brother who is in Italy has been raised from a I,fester 
Sergeant to a 1st Lieut# because his unit had the best maintenance 
record. He is in the Air Farce and had charge of the ground crew. 
He is coming back to the U. S. to attend engineering school. 
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New Guinea 
15 Sept 1944 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Just a line to wish you a Happy Birthday. This is the first- 
time I have had a typewriter before me for a long time. One can t 
go to a shop here and ask fcr a bottle of ink. 

I called at the Beard Rooms last June. Everything seemed to be 

running smoothly. 

Had an interesting trip here, having used practically most modes 

of travel, including Duck. 

You would be sxrprised at our setup: enameled sinks, sprinkler 
showers ani comfortable quarters for this type of place. Yet our 
tents are open to the four winds. We are in a beautiful location - 
mountains ani jungle. In our last place cocoanuts dropped on the 
roof of the barracks at night which sounded like cannon balls. lou _ 
have done so much traveling I suppose you have seen plenty of Fuzzy Wuzzies. 

My werk is interesting. I wish I could say where I am in the 

midst of things. 

Before I left the States I noticed copies of your book in a shop 
in Little Rock and one of my sister Wacs bought one after seeing mine. 

It doesn't seem possible that Dr. McAfee is gone. He was an 

example cf the best there is • 

I hope everything goes well with you arri Mrs. Speer. 

Sincerely yours. 

Wac Det APO 925 FEAF 
c/o Postmaster 
San Francisco, Calif ornia 





Wh i flhe*. M. 

1079 Margaret Street 
West Englewood, New Jersey 

September 12, 19 A6 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I hope this finds you well and happy on your birthday. 

I did not go back to the Board as you may have heard 
but took a job with the Veterans Administration. I was working 
under War-Time Service but took the regular Civil Service 
examination and got my marks only this week. I can’t resist 
telling you what they were: 98,50 on the first half of the 

exam and 95*75 on the second half. 

Mrs. Terry of the Travel Office of the Board and I 
planned to meet at the First Church one Sunday when we hoped 
to hear you but it turned out to be the day the president of 
Northfield was there. We met Mr. and Mrs. Otto in front of 
the church who were out to hear you too. It was interesting 

to hear the president of Northfield but— 

Am not a bit sorry that I joined up. However, it is 
good to have such things as hot water and soap flakes again. 
The high light for me was the plane trip home, sitting on a 
plush seat from manila to Guam and from Hickham Field to US. 

Things do seem to be in an unsettled condition in the 
US. Perhaps things would be different if the Republicans were 

ini I 

I often think of the pleasant days I spent at the Board. 

The people I talk with say there is no one like you at the 

Board. 

Happy birthday 1 

Sincerely yours. 
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UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Mansfield, Ohio 

J. CAMPBELL WHITE, Minister 

Parsonage, 91 Lind Avenue 

July FI, 1944 

Dear Speer, - the La mens Move- 
Your suggestion of the need o. a .iI-l- ■ . . r-u 

ment I passed' on to Mrs White. She ha s been thinking juch o^out 

it, and believes that some Movement -is now greatly \ ^ 
the Churches ready to help the returning soldiers ,n the la i ■ 
vay, including having their world-interest further developed -no 
also To hole the Church meet worthily the new world-situation^h^ 

own feeling is that many of the methods used by the ou^h 
ment are still usable, but that probably it would best be through 
a fresh spontaneous Movement, growing out of pr sent a -- 

A KINGDOM MOVEMENT, with KINGDOM GROUPS in every ccwronttg 
nossibTe with separate cooperating groups of MEN,V>QMEN, an u - 

PEOPLE, would seem to me desirable. Their \ ^ ethodfth'1e 
could all be cooperative, together with Educational Methods, vr - 

Financing s hould"prohab1y be left to the individual Church? • 
could bemused the methods of the Laymens Movement, but on an expand¬ 

ed pla n to meet present needs. 

What wotld you think of oa Uing a Conference of dozen or 
more' men, women and young peoples -eaders, to thxnk o.nd 
The- e matters together? I think of such men a s VanDusen, Mack, 
Glenn Reed, of U"P Boa rd, Shoemaker, Jes se Wilson, emory Ros s, 
Zwemer, Laibach, Diffendorfer, Mis s Applegarth, and persons of this 
t-rpe I would he dad to come East for s uch a Comerence, .. - - 
think I could be of help. If it could be done before the rush of 
Fall engagements, it w^ouid seem to me desirable. 

It is po^ib1 e tha t the Chicago Laymens Committee would 
„ort ci£ ely^with such a plan. They are in touch with some 1000 
Communities actively. If Arthur Compton could be in such a group 
as I have mentioned above, he would be most helptu . 

Mr LeTourneau’s Sectetary, on 6th live., New Yori, would be. 
a good man to have present. Le Tourneau is one of tie big ,r,-c' 
arv°givers and promoters. Re might do much to help carry over such 
a program. Others will occur to you, as you know the present -e«u 

ers much better than I do. 

I hone you may s ee your way to invite such a Group to meet 
and think over these matters. No one could call such a Conference 
with more grace and influence than you can. It yens fear to me 
that something unusual is now urgently needed. And all the best 
experience of the past cou^d be made available. 

Al. ways affectionately yours, 



Wkfr, 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Mansfield, Ohio 

J. CAMPBELL WHITE, Minister 

PARSONAGE, 91 LIND AVENUE 

Dec. 25, 1945 

It is a matter of deep and growing concern to me, that 
the Foreign Missionary Conference should adopt a policy and 
program looking toward the actual occupation of the world by ade¬ 
quate forces of Christian leaders. And the first steps toward 
this should be taken at the next meeting. With all the talk and 
thought about the basis of enduring peace, we know that the spir¬ 
itual forces must take the first place in solving the problem. 
And this gives the CHURCHES the DUTY of stating what ought to 
be done. 

The 19 American Churches in the United Stewardship Council 
have over 25 millions of members. These gave last year a total of 
42? millions to all Church purposes, of which 81 millions were given 
to Benevolences of all kinds. Of this ql millions, it is doubtful 
if even 20 millions were given to work outs id e America. This 
would mean less than $1. a head for Foreign Missions. If the q*1<L 
Needs were pres ented to representative audiences of men acros s thid 
country, as wras done in the Laymens MIssioary Movement, and the ac¬ 
tual figures were shown, city by city, this country could w-ell be 
challenged to give as much as 100 millions a year to world mis s ions. 
And if the subscriptions in each Church were taken, on the basis of 
every subscriber indicating how much of his subscription is to go to 
Foreign Mission work, this whole situation can be changed. An average 
of 10 cents a week for Foreign Mis sions, from 20 millions of Prot¬ 
estants in America, is not an impossible goal. I believe it can 
be reached w;ithin five years, by the right kind of a plan. 

There never has been a time 1 ike this to get this ca s e 
stated to the Churches of America. Vve cant afford to let the opportu¬ 
nity pas s. And it seems to me that there ought to be world-wide study 
being made now, to secure th e factual bas is on which the appe al 
should be mad e. By a UNITED EFFORT, on the part of all Protestant 
Churches, to undertake this world tas k, many men and women of wealth 
could be led to give regularly, on a scale they ha ve never thought 
of doing. Even Sunday Sq£>ol children, in large numbers , could b e 
led to give as miich as ten cents a wreek. So m ehow, this World- 
V'ork must b e gotten out into the open, as a Cause by itself, end 
be rescued from being merely an IncidentLn a genera 1 Budget. 
By UNITED EDUCATIONAL PRESSURE , we can get t hes e res ults . Is It 
not time to begin to work definitely to these ends? 

Most Sincerely Yours, 

t 



PERSONAL A ND COHFID’r MTIAL SUGGESTION 
)Y)*j «?/ 

CHRIST FOB THE WORLD LEAGUE 
To recurs The Pra yer AMD Funds Necessary To Beach Tne ^orld, 

Membership o >eo to a II. who will Pray and v*ork} and will also five 
at least ton c eats per we e k to Foreign Missionary work, through 
their orn Churches or other penci.es• Twenty Million® of persons 
this would provide T'Z K'J A) ftlFIOH SOLI«ABF A mB, which is less 

the U 8 than one fifth of whs t Protestant Chur chew in the u s' ere not. 
Tor all ourposes. This would Multiply our present Foreign tfiss 
force *t least fourfold, and he at le a st & Ion g step toward 
ing a 11 the world with the gospel of Chtlsf, 

rlying 
ry 

ch- 

>11 Christians s hould give at le ast one tenth of their income 
to Cod, Should not at le sst one fifth of one tenth, (or better, one 
fourth) be given to r**eh those who * re now entirely beyond the 
reach of the present missionary .forces of all our Churches? Should not 
all Christians he challenged to think of th eir FTSt'AF16 HIP ir sow© sv>ch 
terms as th ess? tf they old , it would re an gifts of hundreds or thous¬ 
ands annually, by very large nirsb^ re, to sip evan.ce Use the v'OBLD 
in this rensretlon. 

*!b*t other ch.allrng# to Pray® r. To Stews rdghi », To :erson»l 
v on, To Devoted Surren?© r a rtf Loy&l&t to C irisi, can be equrl to t1 is? 
The biggest thing* in the world is the v or Id, If the Need of the Tor Id, 
plus the V Lit and Cos send of Christ, ill not stimulate pe oole to do 
these things, what hope is there of their ever yie Idin-” to the highest 
and noblest ivpulses? 

■r ould It not be possible to 
children, ?b o ore not yet Ch irch 
CHRIST TOP Th 2 »1IE LEAGU E, and 
be a MISSIONARY CEUbCH? 

enlist Millions of Funday School 
members, to be mashers of such & 
thus prepare th e future Church to b 

Over Thirty Millions of Protestant Church members , in TFrKTY 
lea din 4 Den osin & t.Lons in use rics , A.V1HAGED ONLY 66 C NTS 

average in Ca nadt., was 
of the 
PBB UE-AM, TO TORSION MISSIONS LAST YEAR. TV.© — *- © * -‘ - - v - -u *4. 4 rev*) 

this gre atest 0^ all Chris- per vember, Ten cents per w© tx to 
tian Objectives, would lead to the rrc atest Missions ry Effort of all 
history, and wight easily grow into 
the world with th® bnov-l^. ■■$ of 

th e fine 1 effort accessary, to fOL 
God, a s revealed in Christ, 

I would much appreciate your counsel about the e bove suggestion . 
It seems to me that the pres ent s ituation requires some practical w y 

in which millions of earnest Christian people can be riven an oppor¬ 
tunity to co-operate in enlisting ©the rs to anticipate with as many 
others as can be enlisted in this greatest *nd most urgent work regain¬ 
ing to be done on earth. Much care would be needed in lathing,any 
plan of this kind, so please regard the matter as confidential I^d-ae 
the meantime, 

WEWPEUa VW aoc- c E' 

WGUXeOWEBA B' CV?E 

bBvn* w i^vexEtsa 

BvrbH lAiomeaKi 

May 21, 1346 

Yours very sincerely. 
bHirVDErbHIV bV 

VHchixecxe snirDiMG 

HVBBISBntiC' bV 

KEA2XOME BniTDlUG 

H EM AOBk 

JSJ EVSX 38XH glBEEX J Campbell White, 
( *.nr:.31 Lind Avenue, Mansfield, bio, 

WODPESKI* WV3JLEB3 vno CV2E* !HC 

COBA Oh TEHEE 
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NORMAN CLARK WHITTEMORE 

2747 Hillegass avenue 

Berkeley 5. California 

November 11, 1946 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I am sending you this note to tell you how much Mrs. 

'"hittemore and I enjoyed hearing you last week when you were 

here in Berkeley and wish that we could have heard more of 

your addresses. 

The last one was magnificent, and a number of people 

expressed the hope that you might publish it. 's one said it 

would be a splendid paper to hand to prospective candidates for 

the Foreign Mission Tie Id, and I am repeating therefore what I 

said in the hurr^r as you were leaving, that I hope you would have 

it printed. If you should be willing to print it, the producing 

of it in a separate pamphlet would make it useable among possible 

candidates as I said above. 

Has Revell published most of your recent books? I want 

to get a list of them to check up with those that I already have. 

I trust that you had a comfortable trip East and 

arrived in Lakeville as you expected about noon the next day. 

Maud would join in sending her greetings to you and Mrs. kpeer 

did she snow that I were dictating. 

Yours very sincerely, 

NG’Y: Iran 
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Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 
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Vyi/l/avt^ Rocjer- n> 

May 29, 1947 

FELLOW EIDERS i- 

In accordance with th* action outlined 

in th® enclosed, I am sending you th® oopy as sug¬ 

gested, and I would appreciate hearing from you 

promptly and I hope affirmatively* 

Faithfully yours. 

Enclosure Clerk 



wYfk f( '4- 

Referencewas made to a letter from Dr. ' oldenhawer 

presented at the meeting of the session held on May 22, 19^7, 

Kith respect to the appointment of a Committee. Elder Johnson 

reported that he had since had a conversation with Dr. ollen- 

hawer and that Ur. Moldenh&wer had suggested that the Session 

empower him to appoint a Committee whose members represented 

the session, the Trustees and the Deacons, consisting of the 

following persons: Messrs. Flagler, Williams, John-on, Fitchen, 

Tyler, Dudley, Howorth, El&rldge and Schambs, which Committee 

should have power to deal with Church problems. There was then 

a discussion as to tb ere which such Committee should have. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was 

unanimously adopted: 

RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Session write a 
letter to or. : olienhawer asking him to act as Chair¬ 
man of a Committee representing the Session, the Trus¬ 
tees and the Deacons whose membership would consist of 
Messrs. Flagler, Williams, Johnson, Fltchen, Tyler, 
Dudley Howorth, Eldrldge and Schambe, as proposed by 
■JTm oidenhawer, which letter would reouest Dr. Molden- 
hawer1 a concurrence that (A) in vieiv of the impending 
summer season, the Committee be empowered to meet and 
to act without the Chairman, when necessary, (B) Mr. 
Dudley be designated to serve as co-Chairman, and (C) 
the Committee be given full power and authority to 
deal with all Questions relating to the preaching, 
pastoral and administrative aspects of the Church and 
specifically to devote its immediate attention t6 (1) 
the appointment of a preacher to give continuity to 
the morning preaching service, commencing in the .all; 
(2) the appointment of a co-minister who can act in Dr. 

•: oldenhawer ‘ s absence; and (7>) the cons! deration of 
changes in the Church Staff, particularly the selec¬ 
tion of a successor to Miss ;eiss, who has asked to 
be retired. 



It was the sense of the meeting that copies of the 

above resolution be sent to all members of the Session who 

were not present at the meeting and their vote thereon re¬ 

quested. It was also the sense of the meeting that after a 

reoly had been received from Ur. ollenhawer to the ^lerk s 

letter, mentioned in the above resolution, a Special Meeting 

of the eselon be c&iled to consider it. 



Y/ if*. 
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THOMAS A. ROBINSON, PRESIDENT 

Urban williamSj^)general secretary 

jBoung Wien’s Christian Association of Pittsburgh 
MEMBER COMMUNITY FUND 

GENERAL OFFICES 
304 WOOD STREET, 16TH FLOOR (22) 

COURT 3 286 

June 5, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Herewith enclosed please find check for $130 to cover 
the honorarium and travel expense in connection with 
your visit to Pittsburgh yesterday. 

May I say again how much I appreciate your presence 
here and the appropriateness of your two messages at 
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church in the morning and 
at the East Liberty Church at night. You did pre¬ 
cisely what we hoped you would do, namely, to interpret 
for us the purpose, spirit, and contribution of the 
Association through the past one hundred years and to 
stimulate our thinking with reference to its role in 

the future. 

A number of people have mentioned to me today how much they 
enjoyed your messages and that the results of your inter¬ 
pretations would enable the Association to take succeeding 
steps in planning its program for the second century. 

Please accept my personal best wishes. 

I am. 

UW*GH 

Enc. 

1844 SERVING WITH YOUTH—THAT YOUTH MAY BETTER SERVE 1944 
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Board of National Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church in the 

United States of America 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

September 17 

1 9 b 6 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Robert 1 

I want to thank you personally and on behalf of 

the staff of the Board of National Missions for the splendid 
leadership which you gave us at our retreat last Thursday 
afternoon. You did just what I had in mind and did it most 

effectively. The members of the staff are still talking 
about the message you brought us and I am sure it will have 
an abiding influence in their lives. It was most gracious 
of you to come to us and we all deeply appreciate it. 

I enclose a check for twenty-five dollars which 

I trust will cover your expenses. I hope you did not pay 
your hotel bill as I had asked the hotel to send it to me. 

I suppose you have heard of the death of Miss 

Gertrude Schultz. You worked with her for many years and I 
know you were fond of her. She was a wonderful woman, loyal 
to her Lord and devoted and effective in her service. 

Again thankang you for coming to us, I am, with 

best wishes to you in all your life and work 

Sincerely yours. 

E. Graham Wilson 



WALTER McCARROLL, D. D. , TRANSPORTATION AGENT 

HO MORNINGSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK CITY 

JOSEPH M. STEELE, TREASURER 

1304 ARCH STREET. PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

CABLE ADDRESS "COVBOARD, PHILADELPHIA" 

Wje Poarb o( Jforeign Jfflts&tong 
OF THE SYNOD OF THE 

&eformeb ^resbpterian Cfjttrcf) in iiortf) America 
pfjtlatielpfna, |la. April 6, 1944 

FINDLEY M. WILSON, D. D., CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

2410 NORTH MARSHALL STREET 

Philadelphia. Pa. 

From the Office of the Corresponding Secretary. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

May I come to you again with a request in connection with the 
movement in our Reformed Presbyterian Synod which proposes to 
have Synod take our Board of Foreign Missions out of the For¬ 
eign Missions Conference of North America. The contention of 
whose Miho are pressing thi3 proposal is that there are modern¬ 
ists in many of the Boards which have membership in the Foreign 
Missions Conference. 

Their argument is that our Board cannot be in membership without 
compromising our principles and convictions as a church, as long 
as these alleged modernists are in the Boards which are connected 
with the Foreign Missions Conference. 

To those who are leading in the movement to have our Board with¬ 
draw from membership, the Foreign Missions Conference itself is 
in the control of modernists. One of these leaders has gone on 
record to the effect that the Foreign Missions Conference is an 
"apostate” organization. 

As I understand it. Dr. Speer, the Foreign Missions Conference 
was organized, and has always been continued, on the basis that 
matters of church doctrine and creed are left entirely to the 
churches themselves and the Boards that theyappoint to represent 
them in their foreign mission work, and that when the Boardrare 
received into membership in the Foreign Missions Conference, it 
is not on a doctrinal basis except insofar as Boards will be 
received into membership in the Foreign Missions Conference unless 
they give satisfactory evidence that they are thoroughly evangel¬ 
ical in doctrine and practice. Am I correct in this? If so, 
would you be willing to give me a statement over your signature 
based on your long experience and connection with the Foreign 
Missions Conference, to the Effect that the membership of our Board 
in the Foreign Missions Conference in no way compromises our doc¬ 
trinal position or our witness as a church. If you feel free to 
do this, I shall greatly appreciate it, and our Board will thank you. 

With 'warm personal regards, I am. 

Sincerely yours 
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April 24. 1944 

Dr. Robert E. 
Rockledge 
Lakeville 
Connecticut. 

Speer 

Dear Tr. Speer, 

Thank you so much for your nice letter 
which I received on Saturday. I was so sorry that 
I could not see you nor attend any of your meeting 
when you were here, but the broadcast on Thursday 
night was wonderful and I really had communion with 

yoU* j was fined with joy that you found the 

story interesting and are willing to write the pub¬ 
lisher for me. That I feel is absolute assurance 
that the book will be published, though I can a - 
ford to pay for the printing, but wish that the pub¬ 
lisher's might buy it and pay a good price for it. 
I wish to use the money for the equipment of the new 

maternity ward at Fatehgarh. 

Eunice Fife Sheldon has made some India 
ink etchings for the capitals and beginnings of the 
chapters and I have many photographs that could be 
used for illustrations if needed. Also some lovely 
India print that I think could be copied and used 
as a lining for the book and for the jacket wnich 
would make the book very decorative and perhaps in¬ 
crease the sales. Should.I send the book to you or 
to the publishers?. I think perhaps better to send 
to you for you might like to change the title, the 
chapter arrangements, and cut out some parts o 

book. 

Eunice wrote the chasing part of the last 
chapter. I found it very difficult to do this. it 
was hard to write an autobiography. I wrote most of 
it in the first person, then friends advised me to 
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write an autobiography. 

Dr. and Mrs. McConkey are reading the 
book at the present time. As soon as they have fin¬ 
ished with it I think I had better send it to you. 
Perhaps Mrs. Speer will be interested in reading it. 

If you thought the flowers and foliage 
were beautiful when you were here, you should see it 
at the present time. The trees are laden with 
blooms, there are many fruit trees in the grounds 
of this wonderful home. They are coming into bloom 
fast; - and I have a Victory G-arden planted. I hope 
to have salads for the home and flowers for decora¬ 
tion, beside having the pleasure of watching things 
grow. I am so happy that I am so domiciled in this 
home. 

With kindest regards to Mrs. Speer, 

v 

Dr. Adelaide Woodard 
7100 47th Ave., S.W. 
Seattle, 6, Washington. 
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7100 47th Ave., S.W. 
Seattle,^Washingto n 

June 3» 1944. 

Rev. Robt. E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville 
Connecticut. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Your letter of May 13 giving me 
Rev. Trinterod’s address and the suggestion that 
I send the manuscript to him came Just as I was 
ready to forward it. I sent it forward by ex¬ 
press . 

It is difficult to find words to 
express how very much I appreciate what you are 
doing in this matter. First of all, that you 
feel it worthy of publishing - that you feel that 
it may be of service to the Field and the gener¬ 
al public is very gratifying to one on the suns et 
slopes. Also your interest makes me assured 
that the book will be published and so crown ny 
lifetime of service. 

What a wonderful thing it must 
be for you to have Margaret home once more after 
her long internment in China. I have often 
thought of her and wished I might hear from her. 
I am sure Mrs. Speer is enjoying her even more 
than she did in the busy days. 

I hope you have good news from 
Constance. 
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Dr. and Mrs. McConkey have read the 
manuscript, and they also think highly of it. 

If there are any suggestions as to 
changes in chapters or the name of the book, 
Eunice Fife will make them when we know what 
is wanted. 

Thanking you again for your interest 
and with love 

Dr. Adelaide Woodard 
7100 47th Ave.S.W. 
Seattle, 6, 
Washington. 
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Seattle, 6, Washington 
7100 47th Ave.,S. W. 
Aug. 14, 1944. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Connecticutt 

Dear Dr. Speer; 

Thank you so much for your letter and the 
information about the book. Mrs. McConkey was there 
at the time they had the. manuscript but I think they 
had not started to read it yet. She had no message, 
and they are away now on their vacation, so I do not 
know if the Trinterod’s have sent any message or not. 
I was not surprised that they felt they could not publish 
the book, but" I would like to know why. Perhaps I could 
make some correction or alteration that would make it 
more acceptable. Have you anything to suggest ? I 
would thank you for it. 

It is most kind of you to have written 
to Revell's and to have sent the manuscript to them. 
I hope they will publish it. 

We have had a delightfully cool summer, and 
we could use a little of your spare heat. 

I am very much improved in health. I certainly 
have good care here and am so glad I am in this beauti¬ 
ful home. I hope Constance and her family have escaped 
all the robot trouble. I hope that Mrs Speer are qdite 
well and that Margaret has completely recovered from 
her three years internment. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours. 



7100 47th Ave.,S.W. 
Seattle, 6. Washington 
Oct. 9th, 1944 

Dr. Robt. E. Speer 
Rockledge. 
Lakeville, 
Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I thank you so much for your letter and for all that 
jou have done in getting this manuscript before the public. 
That you have done so much gives me courage to ask you to 
do some more. I would be so pleased to have a foreword 
or an introduction by you as you have known me since be¬ 
fore I went to India and have been in touch with me all the 
time I was out there. I think that you could write this as 
no one else could. 

I am so very pleased that they have accepted this. 
When I, because of my health could not go back to India I 

wanted so much to carry on that work somehow. I did a great 
deal of speaking, wrote many plays and pageants , but I 
thought an autobiography would be a more permanent way of 
he.Tping and am so thankful that Ravell's think it worthy of 
publication. 

They will send a contract later. I haven't the 
least idea what will be in it in a financial way, but I want 
to'use this for the fixtures in the new maternity ward at 
Fatehgarh. 

family. 
Thank you for telling me about Constance and her 

With kindest regards to you and Mrs. S 

Yours sincerely 

Dr. Adelaide Woodard. 
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71**' *n 
Seattle,^ Wash., 

Dec.8,1944. 

Dear Doctor & Mrs.Speer 

I was just about to send you a Christinas 
card when I received a letter from Dr.Dodds 
telling me that Dr.Speer has been in a Hospital 
in Hew'York City, was getting along nicely and 
going home for Christmas, but then going back 
for another operation. I am so glad he has 
gotten along so nicely and hope after all this, 
that he will be a young man again, but I do 
think he will have to be a little less strenu- 

ous. , 
Dear Mrs.Speer, I hope you have kept 

well and been able to keep up with your many 
activities and I hope Marion is home with you, 
and that you may have a blessed Christmas. 

My facial paralysis is about straightened 
out, though the sight in my left eye has not 
oome back. I am thankful,however, to be as 
well as I am. 

I am hoping that by the first of the 
year I shall hear something more from Fleming- 
Revell; I am so glad that they accepted it 
so graciously - Dr.McConkey thinks it will be 
a help in the Missionary cause, so perhaps 
this time spent at home will be as great a 
help to Missions as though I had gone back to 
India. I thank you, Dr.Speer, for bringing 
this matter to Fleming-Revell. 

With very best wishes, I am 

Most Sincerely Yours, 
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CABLE ADDRESS -INCULCATE. NEW YORK* 
TELEPHONE WATKINS 0-2000 

THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 
EASTERN AREA 

William Norris Wysham 

SECRETARY 

Miss Margaret Flory 
ACTING SECRETARY 

November 50, 1945 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

As a member of the program committee for the important 

post-war conference on the Moslem world, I know that you are 

being requested to make the opening address on "The Issues Between 

Christianity and Islam". I realize that you have many demands 

upon your time and strength but I sincerely hope you can see your 

way clear to accept. There is no one else whom I know who can do 

what is needed as you can. 

A number of us are deeply concerned at the apathy here 

at home as to the need of Moslems for our Lord. Many seem to feel 

that there is not much difference after all between Islam and 

Christianity. We know that the next few years will provide a 

unique opportunity to evangelize many Moslem lands and want this 

conference to begin with a clear statement as to the situation and 

the urgent cal I to the church to take its work for Moslems seriously. 

It will make me very happy 

speak at the conference next June. 

if I hear that you consent to 

Sincerely yours, / 

William N. Wysham 

WNW:k (P.5. ju OU»Am<A. 



CHICAGO OFFICE 
77 W. WASHINGTON STREET 

KANSAS CITY OFFICE 
1021 McGee Street 
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SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 
228 McAllister street 

The board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK lO. N. Y. 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONARY PERSONNEL 

HERRICK B. YOUNG, SECRETARY 

MRS. PAUL CASSAT, ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 

February 3, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville 
Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

We have recently received the copies of your 
biography of George Bowen of India to give to out 
going missionaries. By a happy circumstance 
several new people will be sailing for India this 
week so that we have been able to present copies 

to them at once. 

It is very generous of you to make these copies 
available. I am sure they will be very helpful as 
these young people start out to that ancient land. 

It was a great inspiration to us all to have you 
lead our staff retreat. Here’s hoping that this 

may happen soon again. 

urs, 

HBY.-DC 
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910 E. 57th. St., 
Chicago, Ill. 
May 11, 1942 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I "write to seek your advice about the publication of 
a book concerning the foreign missionary enterprise, the MS of "which 
I brought from India last year. It was written by the Rev. Jens 
Christensen of the Danish Pa.than Mission. He is a. friend for whom I 
have the highest regard and, although I have had no experience.in 
publishing a book, I told him I would do what I could to get his 
book through the press in the U.S.A. 

In order to give you some idea of the nature of the book I am 
inclosing a copy of portions of the 1©., including the Preface, the 
Foreword, written by the Bishop of Lahore, table of contents and 
representative extracts. 

A couple of weeks ago I took the MS. to Prof. J. Harotunian of 
the Presbyterian theological Seminary here and told him I had in 
mind seeking your advice. He said he thought the MS. was worthy of 
your attention and that he was interested in it as a theological 
contribution from an active missionary,- something which is not 
common. 

If you could spare the time to go through the inclosed I would 
appreciate your advice as to how to proceed, particularly as to what 
publisher to approach. In view of the Foreword by the Bishop of 
Lahore and Mr. Christensen’s Danish affiliation I had thought of try¬ 
ing some publishing house with a branch in England where the book 
might also be put on sale, say Scribners. The book lacks footnotes 
and an index which, I suppose, are marks of the scholarly. Do you 
think it requires an index? I estimate the MS to contain 110,000 
words, 290 foolscap pages double space. 

Should you be interested in seeing the whole MS. I would be 
glad to send it to you. You will recognize a Continental element in 
Mr. Christensen’s theological approach, although I am not aware that 
he belongs to any particular1'school'.1 In any case he is a vigorous 
and independent thinker. He has managed to cover about all the major 
problems' of the missionary enterprise on the field. Some of his points 
remind one of Hendrik Kraemer's "The Christian Message in a Non-Christ¬ 
ian World". There will probably be violent critics but I believe he 

has a contribution. 

I had in mind sending the inclosed excerpts to some publisher to 
solicit interest, and so would be glad to have you return them. I am 
aware that books are partly known by their publishers and so am con¬ 
cerned about the choice. Some I have thought of are: ocribners, 
Revell, Augusburg Publishing House, Minneapolis,(This house through 
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its publication of books about Kierkegaard and its connection wi 
Scandinavian Foundation might be more readily interested), on erva 
Erdmans, both of Grand Rapids, Mich., and Cokesbury of Nashville, ieim. 
I have no funds to use as guarantee to a publisher, so the book would 
have to make its own way. Mr. Christensen’s mission is one of Wi- 
orphaned missions of India and they are dependent on what aR1° , 
Christian Council and others can do for them. Mr. Christensen s 
in Denmark has printed some of his books in Danish, but this would be 

his first venture in English. 

I trust I am not giving you an unwelcome burden in seeking your 
council about this book. It is the cause which is uppermost in my 
mind. Some of the things Mr. Christensen says may be put in a rather 
unqualified way and I may differ on important points, but I believe 
his book may be most useful in helping determine the changes that may 
be necessary in the missionary enterprise after the war. 

With regards and best wishes. 

Yours sincerely. 

W.A.Zoerne 



S U I GENERIS 

A Theological Approach to the 

Missionary Enterprise 

by 

Jens Christensen 

Missionary to Muslims 

With a foreword by 

The Right Reverend The Bishop of Lahore 



Preface 

The title Sui Generis was chosen to indicate in one 

phrase the purpose and aim of this book. If it in any way 

can help the Missionary Enterprise once again to get a 

vision of its own utter uniqueness in the world as the 

representative in non-Ghristian lands of the Corpus Christ! 

it will have served its purpose. 

This book is the result of more than a decade of study, 

in which I have attempted to relate the Missionary Enterprise 

to theology. In the course of these years I have had many 

valuable discussions with men of experience and theological . 

learning, to whom I am indebted for help in clearing up 

difficult points. I am deeply grateful to these and many 

other friends who have graciously and generously given me 

suggestions and help all along. 

Jens Christensen 



FOREWORD 

I have been asked by my friend the Reverend Jens Christen¬ 

sen, of the Danish Pathan Mission in Mardan, in the North ••est 

India Frontier Province, to write a foreword to his book Sui 

Generis, which is the title he has chosen for his plea that the 

missionary enterprise today should rest on a firmer theological 

foundation than, in his opinion, it often does. 

I accept Mr. Christensen's invitation vri-th pleasure and am 

honoured by it. I am one of many who hold the author of this 

book in great esteem. He has done many years gallant work of a 

kind which does not show any quick or substantial results. 

Mardan, where the Danish Pathan Mission is situated, is 

in that barren and turbulent Province which forms the north¬ 

west barrier of India. It is inhabited by a very high percentage 

of Mahomedans, who are fanatically attached to their religion, 

the youngest of the great religions of mankind. Mission work 

among these people is immensely difficult. Experience shows that 

it is meagre in results. It does indeed require a steaaiast and 

unflinching missionary to tackle the problem. No weakling or 

half-hearted man should ever cross the Indus in an attempt to 

bring the Christian Gospel to the men and women of uhe frontier 

Province. 

The Reverend Jens Christensen has indeed da own himself 

steadfast and unflinching and has earned the respect of all who 

have come into contact with his work. A few years ago I was hon¬ 

oured by an invitation to consecrate the new church which Mr. 

Christensen had designed and built in Mardan. It was a remark¬ 

able service in four languages - English, Urdu, .unjabi and 

Pushtoo. But the most remarkable thing about the service was, to 

my mind, the presence of some twenty or thirty local Mohammedans. 
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Their coming was not only an act of courtesy toward a religion 

in which they have much in common, but a splendid tribute to the 

steadfast purpose and unflinching courage of Mr. Christensen. 

Some years ago there was tragedy in the Mission Compound. A 

dastardly murder robbed the missionary and his wife of their only 

son. It needed courage of a high order to stay and continue the 

work. That courage was found in the writer of this book o.nd his 

wife. It is a courage and a steadfastness which all those who 

work on the Frontier must possess. 

This book is the kind of book I should expect Mr. Christen¬ 

sen to write. Fearless and unafraid, he shows himself a whole¬ 

heartedly radical critic of certain well-known aspects of the 

missionary enterprise. He is not afraid of making unqualified 

statements in order to make his meaning and his message stand 

out in greater relief. He considers that missions today are too 

all-embracing in their activities and thus lose the essential 

U~ 

kerygma with which they are entrusted. Mr. Christensen would 

have us think more clearly about our theological foundations. 

He would have us review again the whole mission-field sub 

rv 
specie aetemitatis. He is also a stout Lutheran and does not 

hesitate to criticise those who differ from his point of view. 

There are some of his theological arguments which I person¬ 

ally cannot accept, and some of his conclusions to do with the 

practical side of the missionary enterprise with which I do 

not agree. The book is a challenging one and is obviously 

meant to be so. 

It is also a very refreshing one. These are days when 
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contact with other religions in a religious country like India 

weakens the Christian conviction for many* Christianity for some, 

in their well-meaning tolerance, ceases to be unique. If that is 

so the whole of the missionary enterprise is in danger. If India 

can only offer to Jesus Christ a niche in the pa.ntheon of divin¬ 

ities or a place as a prophet and nothing more, we have no para- 

mount message to proclaim. Our kerygma is only one among many. 

Mr. Christensen would have us do some very fundamental rethinking. 

Round the pulpit in St. James* Church Delhi (the famous 

Skinner’s Churoh of mutiny fame) cut St. Paul's words, "woe 

unto me if I preach not the Gospel". That is the burden of the 

Reverend Jens Christensen's book, which I now commend to its 

readers, the book of a cou.rageous and wholehearted missionary, 

who holds an isolated fort in a rugged Frontier outpost and keeps 

the banner of Jesus Christ flying bravely in every wind that 

blows. 

The Close 

Lahore. 

George Lahore 

5th Bishop of Lahore 
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5 

Prologue 

There are dangers and pitfalls for the person who is 

serious in his criticism of religion or religious institu¬ 

tions. He may in all good conscience attack something, the 

existence of -which is justified; he may pass over other things 

that ought to be attacked; he may not see some logical con¬ 

sequences of his own constructive thought. Hot all is of 

faith, no indeed can it be, for the perfection of faith is 

also a matter of faith - faith upon faith. It is therefore 

essential that the reader should knot'/ the backgrould upon 

which criticisms are written if he is to understand them 

and be in a position to judge of their worth. 

I 

Before you have finished many chapters you will disoover 

that this book is radically critical, so from the very start 

I want to say that this question has often been put to me: 

If you are convinced that the Missionary Enterprise has gone 

astray, how can you continue in it? 

* * s)s H< 

Page 7 

My present effort to put the whole of the Missionary 

Enterprise under theological debate is based on the persuasion, 

that regardless of how separated it has become, regardless 

of how prodigally it has wasted its substance on riotous 

living, regardless of all that rightly can be said against it, 

it still is the effort of Christian people to-day to pro¬ 

claim the faithfulness of God in all the world* and there¬ 

fore it is the effort of the ekklesia to carry out -the com¬ 

mission given to it. 



Copied from page 9 

It is only when the ekklesia realizes that reason is a function 

of the mind only, and of another category than faith, that history 

as gererally understood does not reveal God, but only points to the 

non-historical, the invisible, and that facts are only facts for 

faith — it is only when the ekklesia realizes this that it is 

thrown back on faith,as faith* 

V Page 15. 

This book is an effort at analysing the whole situation on a. 

theological basis, or in other words, on the basis of the non-his- 

torical behind history, i.e* on the basis of faith. But neither is 

it a cry of: Back to the methods o^f St* Paul or St* Peterl Back to 

the methods of primitive Christianity! Our methods must be those 

belonging to our generation. But a readjustment is bound to come 

for it is impossible for the Missionary Enterprise to carry on 

much longer as before. Then the question will be whether this re¬ 

adjustment will be radical, as the twentieth century ambassador of 

Christ learns what his message really is, and brings himself and 

his method of carrying that message into actual relation to the 

Message itself, or whether it will be a defeatist readjustment, as 

though the ekklesia were powerless and helpless because of its 

loss of material riches. 

Page 81. 

It is also indubitably true that much of the lack of direc¬ 

tion and goal in the Missionary Enterprise is due to specialization, 

for the specialist is always prone to forget that specialist or not, 

his work should be subordinated to the general purpose and aim of 

the entire Enterprise* 

Page 109. 

In the world of the spirit God is not acknowledged to be the 

unknowable, the invisible and the hidden all-embracing principle of 

coherence. They bread through the chain of cause and eixect, and 



Prom page 109 cont. 

purport; to experience God directly, so that He is no longer the 

object of faith, but an object of experience. This position is in¬ 

tolerable. God becomes both known and unknown, both visible and in¬ 

visible, both the object of experience and the object of faith, 

both a necessary First Cause and a voluntary First Cause, Doth a 

god of this world and God. 

Page 119. 

Instead of allowing the river-bed to lie dry, idle, and waste, 

awaiting the good pleasure of the Lord, who sends the overflowing 

floods of life in His own season, the missionary societies get busy; 

they plough up the river-bed, and plant the seeds of humanitarian- 

ism and philanthropy. The world looks on and applauds, for this 

activity is something it can understand. And in the confusion and 

tumult and shouting the Enterprise loses its faith, its knowledge 

and its vision. 

Page 156. Chapter 2 

Intermediate Agencies 

An intermediate agency may be defined as anything thought of 

as occupying a middle position between a subject and his object, 

used bythe subject to reach the object. In the sense used here it 

fulfills the purpose of its creation only in so far as it is the 

point of contact between two entities. It is neither the subject 

not the object, but a thing which has meaning only as the subject 

uses it to reach his object. In missionary work whereever schools, 

hospitals, welfare work, rural uplift, clubs, societies etc. etc. 

are thought of as agencies to create a friendly atmosphere, to 

tear down the walls of fanaticism and intolerance, ^o give oppoi- 

tunity for contacts, and thus to help the missionary reach his 

object - they fall in the category of intermediate agencies. No one 

will deny that great numbers of people interested in missionw ork 

justify the use of these various institutions on the grounds of 

their being intermediate agencies used by the missionary to reach 



Page 156 Cont. 

his goal, i.e. the presentation of the Evangel. The introduction of 

this thought is comparatively recent in the history of the eldclesia 

and it needs to be investigated theologically. 

Page 170. 

But this whole idea of comparison is utterly wrong. If I really 

and honestly believe that I and all mankind can only b© saved from 

death and destruction by the mercy of God as revealed in our Lord 

Jesus Christ, then I surely can not be so frivolous as to serious¬ 

ly discuss in this connection -whether or not I am K better than 

someone else. It is by the very nature of the case immaterial and 

irrelevant, and to introduce it into the discussion is to confuse 

the issues. 

Page 194. 

Christianity is not of this world, and the command of phil- 

pi^sion aims -as has been said- not at the bettering of the con¬ 

ditions of the community, not at helping certain groups of unfor¬ 

tunate or distressed peoplej but it aims at conquering the indi¬ 

vidual ©go, when man stands in a concrete situation confronted by 

his neighbor. 

Page 259. 

If the ekklesia were not bound in by relativism and imper¬ 

fection on all sides, we could leave the natter here assured that 

the Bible, free and sovereign, would bring all preaching and teach¬ 

ing into perfect conformity with the prophetic and apostolic wit¬ 

ness. Since, however, this is not the ce.se, and the whole ekklesia' 

lives in a state of necessaryschism the apporach of this schis¬ 

matic ekklesia is guarded by certain creedal statements, that we 

also call Symbols. For this testing and judging must not be under¬ 

stood as sectarians, enthusiasts and individualists have always 

wished to understand it, namely, that any contentious individual 



] 
Page 259 cont. 

can open his Bible at this or that verse, and by private interpre¬ 

tation judge the heralding of the man who has been ordained to be 

the authoritative herald. That kind of anarchy developed in leaps 

and bounds directly the Reformation had started, possibly in part 

because Luther, in the heat of the struggle with Rome, spoke un¬ 

advisedly on the subject* However that may be, the creedal state¬ 

ments of the various churches leave no opening for this spiritual 

anarchy. When the Bible is the criterion of all kerygma, it is not 

through the agency of isolated private interpretation, but in agree¬ 

ment with the Symbols of the church* Here it needs to be said, and 

said plainly, that we have the choice of approaching the Holy Scrip¬ 

tures puffed up, full of vain imaginings, thinking ourselves deeply 

spiritual, possessed of insight, scientific, and learned, or of 

approaching them sober, chastened, and disciplined by the Symbols of 

the church. The Symbols tell us how to understand, not only the 

Bible, but other universal dogmas of the ekklesia. we see in paru 

and we judge in part, and therefore some of these creedal statements 

differ somewhat in the various churches. These differences are a 

constant reminder of our own relativeness and humanity, hut tney 

certainly do not eliminate the seriousness and gravity of the judge¬ 

ment. 
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